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JOSHlfDERMAN 
Associated ness 
VWVSHINGIDN (AFO — Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Clin¬ 
ton, sidelined for almost a 
month by a string of medi¬ 
cal problems, is upbeat 
and planning to return to 
work next week, the U.S. 
State Department said 
Thursday. One day after 
being released from the 
New York hospital that was 
treating a blood clot in her 
head, Clinton wasat home 
resting, but was far from 
idle. She spent the day 
engaging with senior staff, 
reviewing paperwork and 

[ 

Secietaiy of State Hillary Rod¬ 
ham is planning to ictum to 
work next week. 

(AP Photo/Kevin Lamarque) 

calling in to a meeting of 
her foreign policy advisory 
board, said her spokes¬ 
woman, Victoria Nuland. 
"She's looking forward to 
getting back to the of¬ 
fice,” Nuland said. The an¬ 
nouncement that Clinton 
soon would return to her 
Washington office ended 
what had been a somber 
point of uncertainty hang¬ 
ing over her month-long 
health ordeal: whether 
the 65-year-old secretary 
would be able to resume 
her duties before stepping 
down at the start of Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama's sec¬ 
ond term, as she had long 
planned to do. Clinton's 
medical struggles have 
also raised questions a bout 
herpolitica I future and how 
her health might influence 
her decision about wheth¬ 
er to run for president in 
2016, a move prominent 
Democrats have been urg¬ 
ing herto consider. 
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htouse Speakerjohn Boehner(R-Ohio) aweaisin membeisofthe 113th Congress in Washington, Jan. 3,2013. In the newCongiess^ 
partisan battles were already brewing on issues such as same-sex marriage, gun controi and Medicare. 

(Stephen Crowiey/lhe New York limes) 


Resh c lashes loom as new Congress opens 


VU^SHINGION (AP) — A 

new Congress opened for 
business Thursday to con¬ 
front long-festering nation¬ 
al problems, deficits and 
immigration among them, 
in an intensely partisan and 
crisis-driven era of divided 
government. "The Ameri¬ 
can dream is in peril," said 
House Speaker] ohn Boeh- 
ner, re-elected to his post 
despite a mini-revolt in Re¬ 
publican ranks 
Moments after grasping 
an oversized gavel that 
symbolizes his authority, 
Boehner implored the as¬ 
sembly of newcomers and 
veterans in the 113th Con¬ 
gress to tackle the nation's 
heavy burden of debt at 
long last. "We have to be 
willing — truly willing — to 


make this right." 

Also on the two-yearagen- 
da is the first significant ef¬ 
fort at an overhaul of the 
tax code in more than a 
quarter century. Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats alike 
say they want to chop at 
a thicket of existing tax 
breaks and use the result¬ 
ing revenue to reduce 
rates 

There were personal mile¬ 
stones aplenty as the win¬ 
ners of last fall's races 
swore an oath of office as 
old asthe republic. 

Sens Heidi Heitkamp of 
North Dakota, Elizabeth 
Warren of Massachusetts, 
Tammy Baldwin of Wiscon¬ 
sin, Mazie Hirono of Hawaii 
and Deb Fischerof Nebras¬ 
ka were among the new¬ 


comers sworn in, raising 
the number of women in 
the Senate to a record 20. 
Tim Scott of South Carolina 
became the first black Re¬ 
publican in the Senate in 
more than three decades 
On the first day of a new 
term, one veteran made 
a stirring comeback. Re¬ 
publican Sen. Mark Kirk of 
Illinois returned to the Cap¬ 
itol for the first time since 
suffering a stroke a year 
ago, walking slowly up the 
45 stepsto the C a pitoI with 
the use of a cane. "Good 
to see you, guys," he said. 
Across the Capitol, chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren 
squirmed through opening 
formalities that ended with 
Boehner’s election as the 
most powerful Republican 


in a government where 
President Barack Obama 
will soon be sworn in to a 
second term and his fel¬ 
low Democrats control the 
Senate. 

"At $16 trillion and rising, 
our national debt is drain¬ 
ing free enterprise and 
weakening the ship of 
state," said the Ohio Re¬ 
publican, whose struggles 
to control his members 
persisted to the final week¬ 
end of the 112th Congress 
when “fiscal cliff” legisla¬ 
tion finally cleared. “The 
American dream is in peril 
so long as its namesake is 
weighed down by this an- 
chorof debt. 
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StAiiss gunman with troubled history kills 3 people 


JOHNHEIIPRIN 
Associated ness 
GENEVA (AFO — A shooting 
in southern Switzerland has 
left three women dead, 
two men wounded and 
raised questions about 
how a troubled suspect 
was able to go on a ram¬ 
page with an old military 
rifle. 

The shooting — which 
came on the eve of stu¬ 
dents’ return to classes in 
Newtown, Connecticut, 
after a horrific school shoot¬ 
ing — also highlighted the 
easy access to firearms in 
gun-loving nations. 

The suspect, a 33-year-old 
unemployed man living on 
disability payments, fired 
about 20 shots Wednesday 
night in the village of Dail- 
lon, authorities in the Swiss 
canton (state) of Valais 
said Thursday. 

He opened fire from his 
apartment and pursued 
people in the street, police 
said. 

Armed with a Swiss military 
rifle and a handgun, he 


Continued liom liont 

Clinton in early December 
began the final few weeks 
of a widely lauded term as 
the nation’s top diplomat. 
But a celebratory mood 
increasingly gave way to 
worry and uncertainty over 
her future as she took ill 
with a stomach virus, then 
seemed to deteriorate. 
While at home recuperat¬ 
ing from the virus, Clinton 
became dehydrated and 
fainted, fell and struck her 
head, leading to a concus¬ 
sion, her spokesman said. 
Then on Sunday, doctors 
performing a follow-up 
exam discovered a clot 
in a vein that runs through 
the space between the 
brain and the skull be¬ 
hind the right ear. Clin¬ 
ton was admitted to New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital, 
where doctors began ad¬ 
ministering blood thinners 
to dissolve the clot. Clin¬ 
ton’s physicians have said 
there was no neurological 
damage and they expect 
her to make a full recovery. 
Until Wednesday, when 


then threatened to shoot 
the officers sent in to stop 
him, police said. 

“The shooter pointed his 
weapon at our colleagues. 


so they had to open fire to 
neutralize him, to avoid 
being injured themselves,” 
police spokesman Jean- 


Clinton was photographed 
getting into a van with her 
husband. Bill, and daugh¬ 
ter, Chelsea, a few hours 


before being released, she 
hadn’t been seen in public 
since Dec. 7. 

How much of her normal 
schedule the globetrotting 
Clinton will be able to re¬ 
sume is not yet clear, and 
her doctors have advised 
her not to travel abroad 
for the time being, her 
spokeswoman said. In the 
meantime, well wishes are 


Marie Bornet told Swiss ra¬ 
dio. 

The suspect, who police 
did not identify, was arrest¬ 
ed and taken to the hos¬ 


pital with serious wounds. 
Bornet said he lived in Dail- 
lon but the motive for the 
shooting was unclear. 


pouring in from around the 
world. 

“I think you could call the 
number of good will mes¬ 


sages a tsunami,” Nuland 
said. 

Clinton’s illness in Decem¬ 
ber abruptly halted her 
usually jam-packed sched¬ 
ule, forcing her to cancel 
a trip to North Africa and 
the Middle East and to 
postpone scheduled testi¬ 
mony before Congress on 
the fatal Sept. 11 attack on 
the U.S. diplomatic mission 


Guns are popular among 
the Swiss — the Alpine 
country has at least 2.3 
million weapons among 
a population of less than 


8 million. Many rural areas 
have gun clubs, with chil¬ 
dren as young as 10 taking 
part in shooting competi- 


in Benghazi, Libya. “She is 
committed to testifying, 
and we are working with 
the committees on an ap¬ 
propriate set of dates,” Nu¬ 
land said. 

She was also absent from 
the White House last month 
when Obama nominated 
Sen. John Kerry, a Demo¬ 
crat, to succeed her. 

The State Department said 
Thursday that Kerry has 
started meeting with dip¬ 
lomatic staff to prepare 
for his Senate confirma¬ 
tion hearings, and while at 
the department’s Foggy 
Bottom headquarters on 
Wednesday he received 
a large amount of briefing 
materials. Kerry will return 
to the State Department 
for regular meetings start¬ 
ing Friday. 

Clinton’s medical struggles 
have also raised questions 
about her political future 
and how her health might 
influence her decision 
about whether to run for 
president in 2016, a move 
prominent Democrats 
have been urging her to 
consider. □ 


tions. 

The suspect was using a 
military rifle that was once 
standard issue in the Swiss 
army, interim cantonal po¬ 
lice chief Robert Steiner 
said. 

Prosecutor Catherine 
Seppey said the suspect 
was unemployed and had 
been receiving psychiatric 
care since at least 2005, 
when he was first admitted 
to a psychiatric hospital. 

He was currently under 
the care of the cantonal 
agency for the disabled, 
she said. 

His weapons were confis¬ 
cated and destroyed in 
2005, she said, “and cur¬ 
rently no arms register 
showed he had a weapon. 
The inquiry will have to de¬ 
termine where the weap¬ 
ons came from.” 

Buying a firearm in a Swiss 
shop requires a permit, a 
clean criminal record and 
no psychiatric disability, 
but buying a firearm from 
another person is less re¬ 
strictive and old-style Army 
rifles are often sold at mili¬ 
tary surplus markets. 

Most types of ammunition 
can be bought, while au¬ 
tomatic firearms generally 
require a special police 
permit. 

Seppey said the shooter 
knew several of the victims 
but “he was not known for 
making threats.” 

The victims were three 
women aged 32, 54 and 
79 who died at the scene, 
and two injured men, aged 
33 and 63, who were taken 
to the hospital, Seppey 
said. 

The two youngest victims 
were a couple with small 
children. 

"We have no words to ex¬ 
press ourselves after an 
event like this,” Christophe 
Germanier, head of the 
Conthey district where the 
shooting occurred, told a 
news conference. 

Daillon is near some of Swit- 
zerland’s most popular ski 
resorts, such as Verbier and 
Crans-Montana, and is in 
the country’s main wine- 
producing region. The 
area also boasts a sizeable 
share of the country’s fed¬ 
erally protected hunting 
reserves. □ 



A view of the village of Daillon aftera shooting, in SwHzeriand, early Ihuisday, J an. 3,2013. A man 
shotand killed three people and wounded anothertwo in a Swiss village, and wasthen anested 
by officers who shot and injured him, poiice said Thursday. 

(AP Photos/ Keystone, Olivier Maire) 


Clinton planning to return to work next week 



Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton at the Department of 
State in t^shington. Clinton is upbeat and planning to return to 
work next week, the U.S State Department said Ihursday. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 


















AROUND IHE WORLD 

Mexico bakes a mile-long 'losca' cake 

MEXICO CRY (AP) — Mexican bakers have made a tra¬ 
ditional holiday ring cake that instead of measuring the 
usualtwo feetorso, weighed in at lOtonsand stretched 
in a nearly mile-long circle on Mexico City’s main plaza. 
National bakers association vice president Antonio Arias 
says the bready Rosea de Reyes was estimated to be 
sliced into 200,000 pieces. Bakers used more than 5 met¬ 
ric tons of flour, 3 tons of butter and 38,600 eggs to create 
the cake. The sweet bread is traditionally eaten on J an. 
6, Three Kings Day, marking the end of the holiday season 
in Mexico. The 11/2-kilo meter-long cake was decorated 
with dried fruitsand hidden inside were non-edible plastic 
figures of the baby Jesus.Q 

Nine killed In Damascus car bombing 

BEIRLfTCAF^ — A Syrian activist group says a car bomb in 
Damascus ha skilled at least nine people. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
says the blast in the Masakin Barzeh neighborhood late 
Thursday isexpected to rise because manyofthe wound¬ 
ed are in critical condition. Despite gains in otherpartsof 
Syria by rebels seeking to topple President Bashar Assad, 
he has largely kept hisgrip onthe capital, Damascus.The 
U.N. says more than 60,000 people have been killed in 
Syria since the startofthe uprising in March 2011.The con¬ 
flict has since evolved into a bloody civil war in which a 
diplomatic solution see ms unlike ly.Q 

Basque gioup claiming it is dissolving 

BAYONNE Ranee (AR — The Basque nationalist group 
known as Batasuna — legal in France but banned in 
Spain — hasannounced that it isdissolving afterll years 
It leaders said Thursday that Batasuna, which means"uni- 
ty," isdissolving because "the Basque country is witness¬ 
ing a new political phase." In Spain, Batasuna has been 
outlawed since 2003 for its links to the separatist group 
ETA, but in France it has had a low-profile presence press¬ 
ing for autonomy for the three French Basque provinc¬ 
es and union with the four Basque provinces in Spain. A 
statement by Batasuna noted the ETA’sdecision to end 
armed conflict in January 2011. □ 

Rene h captives In Mali get medicine 

PARIS (Al^ — Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius says four 
French hostages thought to be in northern Mali are in 
good health and is suggesting the government has es¬ 
tablished a channel to them. Fabius met Thursday with 
families of the four kidnapped in September 2010 in the 
Niger uranium mining town of Arlit, where they worked. 
The four are believed held by al-Qaida in the Islamic 
Maghreb. France is supporting plans for African troopsto 
intervene in northern Mali, which is under Islamist control. 
The families worry the hostageswill getcaught in the mid¬ 
dle. Fabius' statement said the captives have received 
medicine and even mail from relatives in Fra nee.□ 

3 milHarits killed in USdione aitsbike 

SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Yemeni security officials say a 
U.S. drone airstrike has killed three al-Qaida militants in 
a southern town. They said one was a leading al-Qaida 
Yemeni operative. Tribesmen in the area said the bodies 
of the three were charred from the Thursday attack on 
Radda in Bayda province. Security officials in the capital 
Sanaa said during 2012, U.S. dronescanied outatleast25 
airstrikes in different parts of Yemen, leaving at least 128 
al-Qaida operativesand 15 civilians dead.□ 
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Resh clashes loom as 
new C ongless opens 


Continued ftom fiont 


Break its hold and we will 
begin to set our economy 
free. J obswill come home. 
Confidence will come 
back." 

Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev., said he, 
too, is ready for attempts 
to rein in federal spending, 
but laid down a few con¬ 
ditions. "Any future budget 


agreements must balance 
the need for thoughtful 
spending reductions with 
revenue from the wealthi¬ 
est among us and closing 
wasteful tax loopholes," he 
said. That was in keeping 
with Qbama's remarks af¬ 
ter Congress had agreed 
on fiscal cliff legislation to 
raise taxes for the wealthy 
while keeping them level 
for the middle class. 
Boehner and Senate Re¬ 
publican LeaderMitch Mc¬ 
Connell have other ideas, 
both having said in recent 
days that the days of rais¬ 
ing taxes a re over. 

"Now is the time to get 
serious about spending," 


McConnell said. "And if 
the past few weeks have 
taught us anything, that 
meansthe president needs 
to show up early this time." 
People won’t "tolerate 
the kind of last-minute cri¬ 
ses that we’ve seen again 
and again over the past 
fouryearsasa resultofthis 
president’s chronic inactiv¬ 
ity and refusal to lead on 
the pressing issues of the 


day." 

While neither Boehner nor 
Reid mentioned immigra¬ 
tion in their opening-day 
speeches, Qbama is ex¬ 
pected to highlight the is¬ 
sue in fhe first State of the 
Union address of his new 
term. Lawmakers are al¬ 
ready working toward a 
compromise they hope 
can clear both houses. 
Most Democrats have 
long favored legislation to 
give millions of illegal im¬ 
migrants a chance at citi¬ 
zenship, and Republicans 
have stoutly resisted. Now, 
though, many within the 
GQP appear ready to re¬ 
consider, after watching 


with alarm as Qbama ran 
up an estimated 71 per¬ 
cent of the Hispanic vote 
in winning re-election over 
Mitt Romney in November. 
There is liffle doubt that fis¬ 
cal issues are at the fore- 
fro nt, tho ug h, a s they ha ve 
been since the economy 
cratered more than four 
years ago. The issue domi¬ 
nated the just-ended Con¬ 
gress from beginning to 
end as tea party-backed 
lawmakers pressed relent¬ 
lessly to cut spending and 
reduce deficits. 

They met with decidedly 
mixed success. 

They won Qbama’s sig¬ 
nature on $1 trillion in cuts 
over a decade after using 
the debt limit as leverage, 
but were forced into a hu¬ 
miliating surrender a year 
ago after trying to block 
an extension in payroll tax 
cuts And in the last major 
act of the 112th Congress, 
they were forced to swal¬ 
low legislation that con¬ 
tained next-to-no spend¬ 
ing cuts, raised taxrateson 
the wealthy while keeping 
them even for the middle 
class and boosted deficits 
by an estimated $4 trillion 
overa decade. 

And now, the newly en¬ 
franchised Congress will 
begin by raising deficits. 
National flood insurance 
legislation to help victims 
of Hurricane Sandy will cre¬ 
ate slightly more than $9 
billion in red ink if it passes 
as expected on Friday. A 
follow-up disasteraid mea¬ 
sure that Boehner has said 
will be brought to a vote 
on j an. 15 would add $27 
billion — more if the bill 
grows, as seems likely, af¬ 
ter it is reconciled with a 
$60-billion Senate version. 
The next big clash is ex¬ 
pected to begin within 
weeks. A two-month delay 
in automatic spending cuts 
expires at the end of Feb¬ 
ruary. As well, the adminis¬ 
tration will seek authority to 
borrow more money in late 
winter or early spring, and 
financing expires for mosf 
government agencies on 
March 27.a 



hlouse Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of Calif., fiont low, center, 
poses with female hlouse membeis on the steps of the hlouse 
on Capitol hill in Vi/hshington, Thuisday, J an. 3,2013, priorto the 
officially opening of the 113th Congress. 

(AP Photo/ C liff O wen) 
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Hundieds a nested in child exploitation piobe 


AUCIAA. CAlDt/UElL 
Associated Press 
VUASHING10N (Al^ — More 
than 200 adults have been 
arrested in an international 
investigation of child por¬ 
nography, U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
said Thursday. 

The agency's director, 
J ohn Morton, said 123child 
victims were identified dur¬ 
ing the five-week investiga¬ 
tion, which ended in early 
December. ICE and local 
authorities found 110 vic¬ 
tims in 19 U.S. states, while 
the others were living in six 
countries elsewhere. 
Morton declined to pro¬ 
vide specific details about 
which foreign countries 
were involved, saying only 
that there were some cas¬ 
es in Mexico. 

The investigation, dubbed 
“Operation Sunflower,” 



U.Sb Immigiationand CuslDmsEnlbicement(ICE) Diicctorjohn Morton, right; speaksduring a newsconicrcnce atICEheadquarters 
in Washington, Thursday, Jan. 3, 2013, to announce that more than 200 adults have been arrested in a five-week, international 
investigation of child pornography. Rom left are. National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) CEO John Ryan, 
hlomeland Security Investigations Executive Associate Director, James Dinkins and Morton. (APPhoto/Jose LuisMagana) 
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was part of ICE's effort to 
find and rescue victims, 
and arrest abusers and 
people who moke or trans¬ 
mit child pornography. 

“We have to attack child 
exploitation relentlessly 
and together. There is no 
otherway, there isno other 
answer,” Morton said. “It is 
a wrong among wrongs. 
We are literally defending 
the defenseless.” 

Morton also announced 
arrest warrants for two un¬ 
identified adults charged 
in Los Angeles with molest¬ 
ing a girl who appeared in 


online photos to be about 
13 when she was abused. 
The man and woman were 
identified only os “John 
Doe” and “Jane Doe” 
and authorities believe 
they may have been near 
Los Angeles when they 
abused the girl. Photos of 
the abuse investigators 
found online are believed 
to be about 11 years old, 
Morton said. 

The victims ranged in age 
from less than 1 to 17 years 
old. Morton said 44 of the 
victims were living with 
theiraccused abusers.Q 


Patents; 

No wotd on missing journalist 


HOILY RAMER 
Associated Ress 
ROCHESTER, New Hamp- 
shiie (AP) — The parents 
of a U.S. journalist who has 
been missing in Syria since 
he was kidnapped more 
than a month ago ap¬ 
pealed to his captors for 
compassion and any in¬ 
formation about their son's 
health and welfare. 

James Foley, 39, was kid¬ 
napped in northwest Syria 
by unknown gunmen on 
Nov. 22, his parents said 
Thursday. He was in the 
country contributing vid¬ 
eos to Agence France- 
Press, which has vowed to 
help secure his release. 
Foley's parents, John and 


Diane Foley, decided to 
hold a news conference at 
theirNew Hampshire home 
to make a public plea to 
his captors because the 
Foleys haven't received 
any information about 
their son in six weeks. 

“We just don’t know any¬ 
thing,” Diane Foley said. 
“We don’t know who has 
him.” They have kept the 
Christmas holiday lights 
on in the windows of their 
Rochester home as a vigil 
fortheirson'ssafe return. 

"I appeal to the people 
who have J im to let us 
know where he is and to 
help us secure his release,” 
John Foley said. "We just 
pray that he’s released.”□ 
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Newtown students face Ist classes since attack 


DAVECOUJNS 
Associated Press 
MONROE Connecticut 
(AP) — Classes nesumed 
Thursday for the students 
of the Newtown, Con¬ 
necticut, school where a 


gunman last month burst in 
and killed 20 children and 
six adults before killing him¬ 
self in the second largest 
school shooting in U.S. his¬ 


tory. 

With their school still being 
treated as a crime scene, 
the more than 400students 
of Sandy Hook Elementary 
School attended classes in 
a neighboring town. 


Returning students, teach¬ 
ers and administrators 
were met by a large police 
presence outside their new 
school, an overhauled 


middle school that had 
been shuttered for nearly 
two years. Several officers 
guarded the entrance and 
checked IDs of parents 
dropping off children. 

Law enforcement officers 


guarding the new school 
called it "the safest school 
in America." 

The school district said par¬ 
ents who wanted to be 



A bus traveling fiom Newtown, Conn., to Monioe slops in fiontof 26 angels along the loadside on 
the first day of classes for Sandy Hook Elementary School students since the Dec. 14 shooting, in 
Monroe. Conn.. Thursday. Jan. 3. 2013. Chalk Hill School in Monroe was overhauled especially for 
the students from the Sandy Hook School shooting. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill) 


Police: 

us teens ding patents tD use Internet 


ROCKUN, CalHbmia (AP) 

— Two California teenag¬ 
ers were arrested after 
they gave one of the girl’s 
parents milkshakes spiked 
with prescription sleeping 
pills so she could use the 
Internet past her curfew, 
police said. The medi¬ 
cated shakes worked, but 
the parents became suspi¬ 
cious when they woke up 
groggy the next morning, 
Rocklin police U. Lon Milka 
told The Sacramento Bee 


in a story Thursday. They 
obtained a drug kit from 
police so they could test 
themselves for tampering. 
The tests came back posi¬ 
tive, and the couple went 
back to police with the 
results Their 15-year-old 
daughterand her 16-year- 
old friend were taken to 
Juvenile Hall on Saturday 
and booked on suspicion 
of conspiracy and willfully 
mingling a pharmaceuti¬ 
cal with food, Milka said. 


Child therapist Leslie Whit¬ 
ten Baughman told The 
Bee that while it is normal 
for adolescents to act out 
while asserting their indi¬ 
viduality, drugging their 
parents "would not be a 
healthy level of rebellion." 
Milka said the younger girl 
told investigators that she 
thought her parents' Inter¬ 
net policy was too strict. 
Internet access at the fam¬ 
ily's home was shut off ev¬ 
ery night at 10, he said.Q 


close to theirchildren were 
welcome to visit and stay 
in classrooms or an audito¬ 
rium throughout the day. 
Newtown Superintendent 
Janet Robinson said offi¬ 
cials would do their best to 
make the students feel at 
ease. 

"We will be doing a normal 
day," she said. 

The gunman, Adam Lanza, 
killed his mother at their 
Newtown home before 
driving to the school. He 


had no known connection 
to the school, and police 
haven’t released any de¬ 
tails a bout a motive. 

On Wednesday, the stu¬ 
dents and their fami¬ 
lies were welcomed at 
an open house at their 
new school, which was 
renamed as the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School. 
Students received gift 
boxes with toys inside and 
shared joyful reunions with 
teachers.Q 



Enjoy our 
much celebrated 

3-Course 
Dinner Special! 


• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 

• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. us Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 

• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream __ 


• Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 




Authentic^Aruban Seafood 


25th ANNIVERSARY hr 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Sundays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 
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US job maiketiesilierit despite budget debacle 


C.SRUGABER 
AP Ec onomic s VUKter 
VUASHING1DN (AP) — The 

U.S. job market showed 
resilience in three reports 
Thursday, suggesting it may 
able to withstand a federal 
budget battle that threat¬ 
ens more economic uncer¬ 
tainty in coming months. 

A survey showed private 
hiring increased last month, 
while layoffs declined and 
applications for unemploy¬ 
ment benefits stayed near 
a four-year low. The data 
led some economists to 
raise their forecasts for De¬ 
cember job growth one 
day before the govern¬ 
ment releases its closely 
watched employment re¬ 
port. 

“The job market held firm 
in December despite the 
intensifying fiscal cliff ne¬ 
gotiations," said Mark 
Sndi, chief economist at 
Moody's Analytics. "Busi¬ 
nesses even became 
somewhat more aggres¬ 
sive in their hiring at year 
end." 


MARnN CRinSiNGER 
AP Ec onomic s VUKter 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Federal Reserve will keep 
buying bonds indefinitely 
to try to keep long-term 
borrowing costs low. It’sjust 
not clear how long indefi¬ 
nitely will be. 

Minutes of the Fed’s last 
policy meeting show that 
officials were divided 
about when to halt the 
purchases. Some of the 12 
voting members thought 
the bond pure bases would 
be needed through 2013. 
Others felt they should be 
slowed or stopped alto¬ 
gether before year’s end. 
This group worries that the 
bond buying is keeping 
ratesso low forso long that 
if could ignife inflafion or 


The most encouraging sign 
came from payroll provid- 
erADP. Its monthly employ¬ 
ment survey showed busi¬ 
nesses added 215,000 jobs 
last month, the most in 10 
months and much higher 
than November’s total of 
148,000. 

Economists tend to ap¬ 
proach the ADP survey 
with some skepticism be¬ 
cause it has diverged 
sharply at times from the 
government’s job figures. 
The Labor Department re¬ 
leases its employment re¬ 
port Friday. 

But some economists were 
also hopeful after see¬ 
ing businesses were less 
inclined to cut jobs last 
month. 

Oufplocemenf firm Chal¬ 
lenger, Gray & Christmas 
said that the number of 
announced job cuts fell 
43 percent in December 
from November, and over¬ 
all planned layoffs in 2012 
fell to the lowest level since 
1997. 

The decline in layoffs co¬ 


encourage speculative 
buying of risky assets. 

The Fed last month ended 
up approving open-end- 



Fedeial Reserve Chairman 
Ben Bemanke speaks during 
a news conicrcnce at the 
Federai Reserve Board in 
Vi/hshington. 

(AP Photo/Manuei Baice 
Ceneta) 

ed purchases of $85 bil¬ 
lion a month in Treasurys 
and mortgage bonds to 
replace an expiring bond- 
purchase plan and main- 


incided with a drop last 
month in the number of 
people who applied forun- 
employmenf benefits. The 
four-week average was lit¬ 
tle changed at 360,000 last 
week. That’s only slightly 
above the previous week’s 
359,750, which was the 


tain its level of purchases. 
The minutes covered the 
Fed’s Dec. 11-12 meeting. 
In a statement after the 
meeting, the Fed said it 
planned to keep a key in¬ 
terest rate at a record low 
even after unemployment 
fa Use lose to a normal level 
— whic h it sa id mig ht ta ke 
three more years. 

As long as the outlook for 
inflafion is mild, fhe Fed 
said it could keep short¬ 
term rates near zero at 
least until unemployment 
drops below 6.5 percent. 
The unemployment rate 
in November was 7.7 per¬ 
cent. On Friday, the gov¬ 
ernment will release the 
rate for December. 

The statement was ap¬ 
proved 11-1. Jeffrey Lack- 


ployment rate stayed at 
7.7 percent. 

Some economists saw po¬ 
tential forstrongerga insaf- 
terseeing Thursday's data. 
Joseph LaVorgna, chief 
U.S. economistatDeutsche 
Bank, raised hisforecastfor 
job growth in December 


er, president of Federal Re¬ 
serve Bank of Richmond, 
objected for the eighth 
straighttime thisyear. lack- 
erhassaid he thinksthejob 
market is being slowed by 
factors beyond the Fed’s 
control. And he says further 
bond purchases risk wors¬ 
ening future inflafion. 

The minutes showed that 
"several" Fed policymak¬ 
ers thought the bond buy¬ 
ing should probably stop 
well before 2013 ends 
Investors reacted sourly to 
the release of the minutes. 
Stock and bond prices 
fell modestly as concerns 
arose that the Fed might 
scale back its economic 
support for the econo¬ 
my sooner than many 
expected.□ 


straints, the labor market 
data do appearto be im¬ 
proving," said Dana Sapor- 
fa, an economisf af Credif 
Suisse. 

Still, many economists re¬ 
mained cautious about 
where the job market is 
headed. While Congress 
and the White House 
reached a deal this week 
that removed the threat of 
taxincreasesto most Amer¬ 
icans, they postponed the 
more difficult decisions on 
cutting spending. And the 
government must also in¬ 
crease its $16.4 trillion bor¬ 
rowing limit by late Febru¬ 
ary or risk defaulting on its 
debt. 

Congressional Republi- 
cansare pressing fordeep 
spending cuts in return for 
any increase in the borrow¬ 
ing limit. President Barack 
Obama has repeatedly 
said wants the issues kept 
separate. 

The economy has add¬ 
ed about 150,000 jobs a 
month, on average, over 
the past two years That’s 
too few to rapidly lower 
the unemployment rate. 
Hiring probably won’t rise 
above the current 150,000 
per month trend until after 
the borrowing limit is re¬ 
solved, economists say. 

A similar fight aver raising 
the borrowing limit in 2011 
was only settled at the last 
hour and nearly brought 
the nation to the brink of 
default. 

"That’s not a n environment 
where you’re likely to be 
taking risks," such as boost¬ 
ing hiring, said Nigel Gault, 
chief U.S. economist at IHS 
Global Insight. 

Even with modest gains in 
hiring, the unemployment 
rate remains high. It fell to 
7.7 percent in November 
from 7.9 percent in Octo¬ 
ber. But that was mostly 
because many of the un¬ 
employed stopped looking 
forjob&Q 
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A private suivey shows U.Sb businesses sharply increased hiring 
in December, helped by a surge of new construction Jobs 
created to help rebuild from Superstorm Sandy. 

(AP Photo/Steven Senne) 


lowest since March 2008. 
Most economists expect 
the Labor Department re¬ 
port will show employers 
added about 150,000 jobs 
last month and the unem¬ 


to 190,000 jobs, up from 
150,000. 

Credit Suisse increased 
its forecast to 185,000, up 
from 165,000. 

"Given that we have re¬ 


Fed minutes show concerns on bond purchases 
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Congiessmembeis want Shell baige investigated 


DANJOUNG 
Assoc iatBd Press 
ANCHORAGE Alaska (AP) 

— Calls for U.S. scrutiny of 
Royal Dutch Shell PLC drill¬ 
ing operations in Arctic 
waters swelled Thursday 
with a request for a for¬ 
mal investigation by mem¬ 
bers of Congress. The U.S. 
House of Representatives' 
Sustainable Energyand En¬ 
vironment Coalition called 
on the Interior Department 
and the Coast Guard to 
jointly investigate the New 
Yearns Eve grounding of 
the Shell drill vessel Kulluk 
on a remote Gulf of Alaska 
Island, and a previous in¬ 
cident connected to Arc¬ 
tic offshore drilling opera¬ 
tions in 2012. The coalition 
is made up of 45 House 
Democrats. 

"The recent grounding of 
Shell’s Kulluk oil rig ampli¬ 
fies the risks of drilling in 
the Arctic," they said in a 
joint statement. "This is the 
latest in a series of alarm¬ 
ing blunders, including the 


near-grounding of another 
of Shell’s Arctic drilling rigs, 
the 47-year-old Noble Dis¬ 
coverer, in Dutch Harbor 
and the failure of its blow¬ 
out containment dome, 
the Arctic Challenger, in 
lake-like conditions" 


The coalition believesthese 
"serious incidents" warrant 
thorough investigation, the 
statement said. Shell Alas¬ 


ka spokesman Curtis Smith 
says the company is in full 
support of the investigation 
and is providing resources 
for it. The Kulluk remains up¬ 
right and intact along the 
shore of Sitka lid a k Island, 
which isnearthe largerKo- 


diak Island. Coast Guard 
Copt. Paul Mehler flew 
over the vessel Wednes¬ 
day and saw no indication 



A photo provided by the U-S Coast Guard shows a salvage 
team wrapping up lines liom an emergency towing system 
delivered to the deck of the petroleum drilling ship Kulluk in the 
Gulf of Alaska. (APPhoto/U.S.CoastGuard) 


In insidertiading case; 

FoimerSAC manager pleads not guilty 


PE1ERLAT1MAN 
© 2013 New York limes 
NEW YORK - The man at 
the center of the most lu¬ 
crative insider trading case 
ever brought pleaded not 
guilty Thursday, raising the 
stakes in the government’s 
investigation of his former 
employer, SAC Capital Ad¬ 
visors. 

In denying the charges 
against him, Mathew Mar- 
toma, the formerSAC port¬ 
folio manager, sets the 
stage fora possible court¬ 
room battle that would put 
the spotlight on SAC and its 
owner, Steven A. Cohen, 
the billionaire money man¬ 
ager and one of the most 
revered investors on Wall 
Street. 


Federal prosecutors have 
accused Martoma of using 
secret information about a 
drug trial to help SAC gain 
profits and avoid losses to¬ 
taling $276 million. 

Six former SAC employees 
have been tied to insider 
trading while at the firm, 
but Martoma’s case is the 
first time that the govern¬ 
ment has aimed to con¬ 
nect questionable trades 
to Cohen. 

Martoma, 38, of Boca Ra¬ 
ton, Fla., appeared at his 
arraignment in U.S. District 
Court in Lower Manhattan 
accompanied by his wife, 
Rosemary, and his parents 
Flanked at the defense ta¬ 
ble by his lawyers, Charles 
A. Stillman and Nathaniel Z 


Mamnur, Martoma denied 
the charges on all three 
counts of securities fraud 
and conspiracy brought 
against him. 

"I plead not guilty, your 
honor," Martoma repeat¬ 
ed three times to judge 
Paul G. Gardephe before 
a packed courtroom. 

The authorities have failed 
at several attempts to 
get Martoma to cooper¬ 
ate and help them build 
a case against his former 
boss, according to a per¬ 
son briefed on the case. 
Cohen has not been ac¬ 
cused of any wrongdoing 
and has told his investors 
and employees that he 
believes that he acted ap¬ 
propriately at all times.Q 


of a fuel leak. "There are 
still no signs of any sheen 
or environmental impact, 
and the Kulluk appears to 
be stable," Mehlersaid. 

The Kulluk is a non-pro- 
pelled, 266-foot (81-meter) 
diameter barge with a re¬ 


inforced funnel-shaped 
hull designed to operate in 
ice. It is carrying more than 
140,000 gallons (530,000 li¬ 
ters) of diesel and about 
12,000 gallons (45,400 liters) 
of lube oil and hydraulic 
fluid. □ 
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Rebel fiont shows limKs in Damascus push 


BEN HUBBARD 
Associated ness 
BEIRUT (AP) — Twin air- 
strikes by government jets 
on a large, rebel-held sub¬ 
urb of Damascus on Thurs¬ 
day sheered the sides off 
apartment towers and left 
residents digging through 
rubble for the dead and 
wounded. 

The bombing of Douma 
came amid a wave of at¬ 
tacks on rebellious districts 
of the Syrian capital, part 
ofthe government’s efforts 
to keep rebel fighters out 
of President Bashar Assad's 
seat of power. 

Late Thursday, a carbomb 
exploded at a gas station 
inside the city itself, killing 
at least nine people, activ¬ 
ists sa id. 

Douma, the largest patch 
of rebel-held ground near 
Damascus, illustrates why 
the opposition’s advance 
on the capital hasbogged 
down. Despite captur¬ 
ing territory and setting 
up committees to provide 
basic services, the rebels 
lack the firepower to chal¬ 
lenge Assad’s forces and 
remain helpless before his 
airforce. 

That stalemate suggests 
the war will not end soon. 
The U.N. said Wednesday 
that more than 60,000 peo- 


MIKEIVES 

Associated ness 

HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — 

Starbucks Corp. will open 
its first Vietnam cote early 
next month in Ho Chi Minh 
City as part of its strategy 
to expand across Asia, the 
company said Thursday. 
The Seattle-based chain 
will be entering a country 
of coffee lovers that al¬ 
ready has an established 
market. At least two pop¬ 
ular homegrown chains 


pie have been killed since 
March 2011 — a figure 
much higherthan previous 
opposition estimates. 
Rebels took control of 
Douma, a suburb of some 
200,000 located nine miles 
(15 kilometers) northwest 
of Damascus, in mid-Oc¬ 
tober 2011, after launching 
attacks on military posts 
throughout the city, activ¬ 
ists sa id. 


Less than a week later, 
the rebels had taken over 
a half-dozen checkpoints 
and government buildings, 
said activist Mohammed 
Saeed. The army withdrew 
from others. 

"Since then, the city has 
been totally liberated," he 
said. "There are no govem- 


have dozens of locations 
nationwide, and family- 
run sidewalk cafes dot the 
streets and alleys of larger 
Vietnamese cities. 
Starbucks said it operates 
more than 3,300 stores 
across 11 countries in Chi¬ 
na and the Asia-Pacific re¬ 
gion, but its Vietnam cafes 
will celebrate the country’s 
"coffee culture and heri¬ 
tage." 

"We are looking forward 
to serving our customers 


ment troops left, but we still 
sufferfrom regime airstrikes 
almost every day.” 

Today, those entering Dou¬ 
ma must passthrough reb¬ 
el checkpoints at the city’s 
main entryways. Rebels 
with camouflage vests and 
Kalashnikov rifles zip about 
on motorcycles, commu¬ 
nicating by walkie-talkie. 
Some belong to the secu¬ 
rity brigade, an improvised 


police force to catch loot¬ 
ers that works with a judi¬ 
cial council of Muslim cler¬ 
ics and lawyers who run a 
prison. 

In November, residents 
formed a civilian council to 
provide services for the es¬ 
timated one-third of Dou¬ 
ma’s residents who have 


in Vietnam in an authentic 
and locally relevant way," 
J inlong Wang, president 
for Starbucks Asia Pacific, 
said in a statement. 
Vietnam is the world's 
second-largest coffee pro¬ 
ducer behind Brazil and 
already provides high- 
quality beansforStarhucks 
stores in othercountries 
The company said it has 
designated a subsidiary of 
Hong Kong-based Maxim’s 
Group as its licensee in 


not fled the violence. 

The council oversees com¬ 
mittees for medical issues, 
bakeries, media relations 
and other tasks, said its 
head, Nizar Simadi. A for¬ 
mer cleaner at city hall 
runs a cleanup crew that 
helps remove rubble from 
the streets after shell at¬ 
tacks and airstrikes. 

The city’s electricity went 
out in November— activists 
accuse the government of 
cutting it in revenge — but 
former electric company 
employees have strung in 
power from nearby areas 
still on the government 
network, returning power 
to some ofthe city. 

Douma has more than a 
dozen rebel brigades, and 
the city’s fighters have 
joined battles in many 
other areas around the 
capital. Most of their sup¬ 
port comes from wealthy 
Syrians abroad who send 
money to buy arms, said 
the head of one rebel bri¬ 
gade, the Douma Martyrs, 
who goes by the name 
Abu Waleed. 

In November, Douma’s 
fighters raided two army 
bases in the nearby suburb 
of Otaya, he said, mak¬ 
ing away with arms that 
helped them push closer 
to DamascusQ 


Vietnam. 

French colonizers intro¬ 
duced coffee to Vietnam 
in the nineteenth century, 
but coffee here typically 
is stronger than Europe¬ 
an espresso and can be 
served with tea. 

Starbucks, named after a 
character in Herman Mel¬ 
ville’s nineteenth-century 
novel Moby Dick, opened 
in 1971 and has nearly 
18,000 retail stores in 60 
countries.Q 


Monti shaipens 
political itietDric 

COUEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (Al^ — Italian Pre¬ 
mier Mario Monti on Thurs¬ 
day criticized his prede¬ 
cessor Silvio Berlusconi for 
demonstrating "a certain 
volatility in judgment" and 
urged the center-left lead- 
erto jettison extremistswho 
he said will make the coun¬ 
try’s path of reform more 
difficult. Monti has radically 
changed tone in recent 
days, dropping his neutral 
technocratic stance as he 
seeks a second term, this 
time at the helm of a co¬ 
alition of centrist parties in 
February elections. He is 
now directly challenging 
leadens who until a few 
weeks ago backed his 
non-elected government. 
Analyst Stefa no Folli said 
Monti’s rhetoric has be¬ 
come "very incisive and 
even aggressive" in a bid 
to claim more voters in 
the center by chipping 
away at support for the 
two main political forces 
on the left and right. Monti, 
an economist and former 
European Union commis¬ 
sioner, stepped down as 
head of a government of 
experts last month after 
Berlusconi’s pa rty withdrew 
its support, and is heading 
a caretaker government 
until the vote. The elec¬ 
tion campaign is shaping 
up into a race with Monti 
in the center, Berlusconi to 
the right and Democrat¬ 
ic Party leader Pier Luigi 
Bersani on the left, along 
with forces belonging to 
a movement founded by 
comic-cum-political agita¬ 
tor Beppe Grillo. Already 
a senator-for-life, Monti is 
not formally running for a 
seat in Parliament. But he 
is campaigning under the 
banner of small centrist 
parties that he said might 
be called something like 
"With M 0 nti fo r Ita ly.’’Q 


StaibuckstD open Ist Vietnam cafe 



Free Syrian Army members react to fighting in Aieppo, Syria, 
Ihuisday, J an. 3, 2013. (AP Photo/ Andoni Luba Id) 
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Aigeritina's leadertells UK to give up Ralklands 


DANICA KIRKA 
Associated ness 
LONDON (AP) — Argen¬ 
tina’s president called on 
Britain on Thursday to re¬ 
linquish control of the Falk¬ 
land Islands, accusing Lon¬ 
don oftaking part in an act 
of "blatant colonialism" in 
claiming the wind-swept 
archipelago. 

Cristina Fernandez de 
Kirchner published an 
open letterin the Guardian 
newspaper urging Prime 
Minister David Cameron 
to honor U.N. resolutions 
which she says backs her 
case for the return of the 
islands, which Argentina 
calls the Malvinas She has 
made several similar de¬ 
mands in the past. 

"180 years ago on the 
same date, January 3rd, 
in a blatant exercise of 
19th-century colonialism, 
Argentina was forcibly 
stripped of the Malvinas 
Islands, which are situated 
14,000 kilometers (8,700 
miles) away from London," 
she says in the letter, cop¬ 
ied to U.N Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Ban Ki-moon. 

Britain asserted control of 
the south Atlantic islands 



Brita in's Rime MinislerDa vid C a meion spea king tD enbepieneuis 
at a PM Direct event at The Media Factoiy, Resben northwest 
Bigiand Ihuisday Jan. 3, 2013. Argentina's president c a tied on 
Britain on Ihuisday to reiinquish contaoi of the Faiktand Isiandsy 
accusing London oftaking paitinanactof "biatantcoioniaiism" 
in ciaiming the wind-9/veptaichipetago. 

(AP Photo/ Martin Ric keti/ RA) 


British government extradites a l-Qa Ida suspect 


C.VINOGRAD 
PEIEYOST 
Associated ness 
VUASHING1DN (AP) — Po¬ 
lice in Britain have extra¬ 
dited a terror suspect to 
the United States to face 
charges that he took part 
in an alleged al-Qaida 
plotto detonate explosives 
aboard the New York City 
subway system. 

British authorities handed 
over Abid Naseer, 26, to 
U.S. authorities on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Prosecutors want Naseer 
to stand trial in New York 
for his alleged role in a ter¬ 
ror campaign that would 


have also struck targets in 
Britain and Norway. 

Federal prosecutors in 
Brooklyn have said they 
aim to prove that Naseer 
collected bomb ingredi¬ 
ents, conducted recon¬ 
naissance and was in fre¬ 
quent contact with other 
al-Qaida operativesaspart 
of a foiled New York plot 
and a second suspected 
plotto bomb a busy shop¬ 
ping area in the northern 
English city of Manchester. 
Naseer "is one of a long 
line of terrorist suspects ex¬ 
tradited to these shores," 
said U.S. Attorney Loretta 
Lynch in Brooklyn. She 


said the extradition under¬ 
scored the importance of 
international cooperation 
in bringing down temorsus- 
pects. 

Naseer was due in federal 
court Monday. 

If convicted in the U.S., 
Naseerwould face a maxi¬ 
mum penalty of life in pris¬ 
on. At the J ustice Depart¬ 
ment, spokesman Dean 
Boyd declined to com¬ 
ment. 

Naseerwasone of 12 peo¬ 
ple arrested in a counter¬ 
terrorism operation in April 
2009, but all were subse¬ 
quently released without 
charge.Q 


byplacing a navalgarrison 
there in 1833. Britain and 
Argentina fought a brief 
war in 1982 after Argentina 
invaded the islands. More 
than 900 people died, 
most of them Argentines. 
Cameron rebuffed the 
Argentine president’s de¬ 
mand that the islands be 
handed over. "The future 
of the Falkland Islands 
should be determined 
by the Falkland Islanders 
themselves, the people 
who live there," the British 
prime ministersaid. 

He said Kirchner should 
pay heed to the result of a 
referendum to be held on 
the islands this year, noting 
that whenever the island¬ 
ers 

"have been asked their 
opinion, they say they 
want to maintain their cur¬ 


rent status with the United 
Kingdom." 

The government of the 
Falklands Islands attacked 
Kirchner's letter as "histori¬ 
cally inaccurate," saying 
that its relationship with 
the U.K. is "by choice" and 
based on shared ideals 
of "democracy, freedom 
and self-reliance." 

The islands have a right, 
enshrined in the U.N. char¬ 
ter, to determine their own 
future and have exercised 
that to retain links with the 
U.K, the government said in 
a statement. 

"It is this fund a mental right 
thatisbeing ignored by the 
Argentine Government, 
who are denying our right 
to exist as a people, and 
denying our right to live in 
our home," the statement 
said.Q 
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us drones kill senior Taiiban figure 


Israeli libraiy unveils ancient 
Afghan Hebrew manuscripts 


ISH1IAQ MAHSUD 
REBECCA SAmANA 
Associated Prass 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — An 

American drone strike in 
Pakistan has killed a top 
Taliban commander who 
sent money and fighters to 
battle the U.S. in Afghani¬ 
stan but had a truce with 
the Pakistani military, offi¬ 
cials said Thursday. 

While the death of Mauivi 
Nazir was likely to be seen 
in Washington as affirma¬ 
tion of the necessity of the 
controversial U.S. drone 
program, it could cause 
more friction in already 
tense relations with Paki¬ 
stan because Nazir did not 
focus on Pakistani targets. 
Nazir was killed when two 
missiles slammed into a 
house in a village in South 
Waziristan while he was 
meeting with supporters 
and fellow commanders. 
Eight other people were 
killed, according to five 
Pakistani security officials, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity because they 
were not authorized to talk 
to the media. A U.S. offi¬ 
cial confirmed the death 
of Nazir, along with an un¬ 


specified number of “trust¬ 
ed deputies.” 

Nazirand those killed were 
“directly involved in plan¬ 
ning and executing cross- 
borderattackson coalition 
forces in Afghanistan, as 
well as providing protec¬ 
tion for al-Qaida fighters 



F^kislani militant commander 
Mauivi Nazir in South 
Vtbziristan, l^ldstan near 
the Afghani bolder. Rve 
Pakistani security otficiais 
said the commander, Nazir, 
was lepoitedly among nine 
people killed in a missile strike 
on a house in the village of 
Angoor Adda in the South 
Vtbziristan tribal region eariy 
Ihuisday. 

(AP Photo/Ishtiaq Mahsud) 

in South Waziristan,” said 
the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause he was not autho¬ 
rized to describe casualties 
resulting from CIA counter¬ 
terrorism actions. 


Earlier, Pentagon spokes¬ 
man George Little de¬ 
scribed Naziras "someone 
who has a great deal of 
blood on his hands.” 

At least four people were 
killed in a separate drone 
strike Thursday in the North 
Waziristan tribal region. 
America’s use of drones 
against militants in Pakistan 
has increased substantially 
under President Barack 
Obama, and the program 
killed a number of top mili- 
ta nts in the pa st yea r. 

But the drone strikes infuri¬ 
ate many Pakistanis who 
see them as a violation of 
their country’s sovereignty. 
Many Pakistanis complain 
that innocent c ivilia nsha ve 
also been killed, something 
the U.S. rejects 
A Pakistani official said 
while his government con¬ 
tinues to object to the 
drone strikes, it does not 
object to removing Nazir 
from the battlefield, be¬ 
cause despite his reported 
cooperation with the Paki¬ 
stani government, he was 
suspected to have aided 
groups who attack Paki¬ 
stani troops. The official 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he wasnot 
authorized to speak pub¬ 
licly. The official said a U.S.- 
Pakistani working group 
seeking to craft a drone 
policy acceptable to Paki¬ 
stan has made little prog¬ 
ress, but that intelligence 
cooperation with the U.S. 
military and CIA had been 
improving, warming further 
after December’s high-lev¬ 
el bilateral meeting of de¬ 
fense and intelligence of¬ 
ficials in Peshawar cleared 
the way to release a long- 
delayed payment of $688 
million in U.S. funds to the 
Pakistan military. The mon¬ 
ey is part of a regular pro¬ 
gram to reimburse some of 
Pakistan’s financial outlays 
in fighting militants and 
patrolling the Afghan bor¬ 
der. The official said the 
U.S. had also shared some 
intelligence leading to suc¬ 
cessful operations against 
Pakistani terrorist targets, 
but the surveillance and 
raids against such targets 
are now done only by Paki¬ 
stani security and intelli¬ 
gence operatives.Q 



PALM BEACH #33-A VrWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 


STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.O. & FUNI 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable priee, exeiting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRCSH CATCH & SCAFOOP 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hoteUs at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION REQUIRED _ 


TEL: 586-7333 



ARONHEUER 
Associated Ress 
J ERUSAIEM (AP) — A trove 
of ancient manuscripts in 
Hebrew characters res¬ 
cued from caves in a Tal¬ 
iban stronghold in northern 
Afghanistan is providing 
the first physical evidence 
of a Jewish community 
that thrived there a thou¬ 
sand years ago. 

On Thursday Israel’s Na¬ 
tional Ubrary unveiled the 
cache of recently pur¬ 
chased documents that 
run the gamut of life expe¬ 
riences, including biblical 
commentaries, personal 
letters and financial re¬ 
cords. 

Researchers say the “Af¬ 
ghan Genizah” marks 
the greatest such archive 
found since the "Cairo 
Genizah” was discovered 
in an Egyptian synagogue 
more than 100 years ago, 
a vast depository of me¬ 
dieval manuscripts con¬ 
sidered to be among the 
most valuable collections 
of historical documents 
everfound. 

Genizah, a Hebrew term 
that loosely translates as 
“storage,” refers to a store¬ 
room adjacent to a syna¬ 
gogue or Jewish cemetery 
where Hebrew-language 
books and papers are 
kept. Under Jewish law, it 
is forbidden to throw away 
writings containing the for¬ 
mal names of God, so they 
are eitherburied orstashed 
away. 

The Afghan collection 
gives an unprecedented 
look into the lives of Jews 
in ancient Persia in the 11th 
century. The paper manu¬ 
scripts, preserved over the 
centuries by the dry, shady 
conditions of the caves, in¬ 
clude writings in Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Judea-Arabic 
and the unique Judeo-Per- 
sian language from that 
era, which was written in 
Hebrew letters. 

“It was the Yiddish of Per¬ 
sian Jews,” said Haggai 
Ben-Shammai, the library’s 
academic director. 

Holding the documents, 
protected by a laminated 
sheath, Ben-Shammai said 
they included mentions 
of distinctly Jewish names 
and evidence of their com¬ 


mercial activities along the 
“Silk road” connecting Eu¬ 
rope and the East. The ob¬ 
scure Judeo-Persian lan¬ 
guage, along with carbon 
dating technology, helped 
verify the authenticity of 
the collection, he said. 
“We’ve had many histori¬ 
cal sources on Jewish set¬ 
tlements in that area,” he 
said. “This is the first time 
that we have a large col¬ 
lection of manuscripts that 
represents the culture of 















An ancient manuscript 
discoveied inside caves in a 
Taiiban sbonghoid in northern 
Afghanistan - the first physical 
evidence of a vibrant Jewish 
community that thrived in that 
legion a thousand yeaisago. 

(AP Photo) 


the J ews that lived there. 
Until today we had nothing 
of this.” 

The documents are be¬ 
lieved to have come from 
caves in the northeast re¬ 
gion of modern-day Af¬ 
ghanistan, once at the out¬ 
er reaches of the Persian 
empire. In recent years, the 
same caves have served 
as hideouts for Taliban in¬ 
surgents in Afghanistan. 

It remains unclear how 
the ancient manuscripts 
emerged. Ben-Shammai 
said the library was con¬ 
tacted by various antiqui¬ 
ties dealers who got their 
handson them. 

Last month, the library pur¬ 
chased 29 out of hundreds 
ofthe documentsbelieved 
to be floating around the 
world, after long negotia¬ 
tions with antiquities deal¬ 
ers The library refused to 
say how much it paid for 
the collection, adding that 
it hoped to purchase mote 
in the future and didn’t 
want to drive up pricesQ 
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The Morning Crnise the Different Island Crnise 

2 hours + refreshments, Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 

* Experience an Xciting, Xhilarating on of a kind Cruise!! and 
you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 
per couple for the afternoon cruise 


The Afternoon Crnise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 

* We take you to the northern tip of Aruba, where the waves are high 

* The Worlds nr 2 Beach and other Beaches 

* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 
staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 


Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 

OCEANXARUBAOHOTMAILCOM 

A great time for the whole family 


Brotherhood ofTiciol urges Egypt’s Jews to return 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAiRO (AP) — A leading 
Muslim Brotherhood mem¬ 
ber and adviser to Islamist 
President Mohammed 
Morsi created a stir in Egypt 
when he called on Egyp¬ 
tian J ews in Israel to return 
home because Egypt is 
now a democracy and 
because the Jewish state 
won't survive. 

Essam el-Erian's remarks in 
a TV appearance put the 
Brotherhood, which holds 
powerin Egypt, on the spot 
asopponents— and some 
allies — jumped on the 
comments to denounce 
the group. 

Morsi’s office fhis week dis¬ 
associated the president 
from the comments, say¬ 
ing they were el-Erian's 
personal opinion. 

The criticism ran an unusu¬ 
al gamut of Egyptians' at- 


SAMEERN. YACOUB 
Associated ness 
BAGHDAD (AP) — A car 

bomb explosion tore 
through a crowd of Shiite 
pilgrims returning home 
Thursday from a religious 
commemoration, killing 
at least 20 and reinforcing 
fears of renewed sectar¬ 
ian violence, according to 
Iraqi officials. 

The blast erupted late in 
the afternoon in the town 
of Musayyib, about 60 kilo¬ 
meters (40 miles) south of 
the Iraqi capital. It target¬ 
ed worshippers returning 
from the Shiite holy city of 
Karbala following the cli¬ 
max of the religious com¬ 
memoration known as Ar- 
baeen. 

Children were among the 
20 people confirmed killed, 
according to a police of¬ 
ficial. He said at least 50 
people were wounded. 


titudestoward Jews, Israel 
and the Brotherhood itself. 
Some denounced the 
Brotherhood for trying to 
put up a veneer of toler¬ 
ance by inviting J ewsto re¬ 
turn while Egypt's other reli¬ 
gious minorities, particula rly 
Christians, are increasingly 
worried about persecution 
under the new Islamist rul¬ 
ers and an Islamist-slanted 
constitution. 

Others saw the comments 
as a sort of outreach to Zi¬ 
onists, considered the ene¬ 
my, and asa new example 
ofhowthe Brotherhood has 
had a hard time melding 
its longtime anti-Israeli and 
anti-Jewish rhetoric with its 
new responsibilities since 
coming to power. Under 
Morsi — who hails from the 
Brotherhood — the govern¬ 
ment has continued coop¬ 
eration with Israel, upheld 
the two countries' peace 


The bomb went off in the 
middle of a gathering of 
pilgrims changing buses 
coming from Karbala on 
their way to other desti¬ 
nations in the country, ac¬ 
cording to police. 

"The explosion shook the 
whole block and smashed 
the windows of my house," 
said teacher Ibrahim Mo¬ 
hammed, who lives near¬ 
by. 

"I ran to the scene of 
the explosion only to 
find charred bodies and 
burning cars. There were 
women screaming and 
searching for their missing 
children." A hospital of¬ 
ficial confirmed the casu¬ 
alty toll. The officials spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were not 
authorized to release the 
information to reporters. 
Thursday marked the 
height of Arbaeen, when 


deal and Morsi last month 
helped mediate a cease¬ 
fire between Hamas and 
Israel. 


Some warned thatel-Erian 
was opening the door for 
Egyptian J ews to demand 
compensation for prop¬ 
erty taken from them or 


hundreds of thousands of 
Shiite pilgrims converged 
on Karbala to mark the 
passing of 40 days af¬ 
ter the anniversary of the 


left behind in Egypt and 
could even undermine the 
Palestinians' right to return 
to homes in Israel. Still oth¬ 


ers were simply outraged 
that a Brotherhood official 
would invite back Jews, 
and one hardline Islamist 
politician threatened any 


seventh century martyr¬ 
dom of the revered Shiite 
saint Imam Hussein, the 
grandson of the Prophet 
Muhammad.Q 


J ewswho come back. 

And there were a few 
voices calling for Egypt to 
sincerely lookat past treat¬ 
ment of itsj ewish commu¬ 
nity — including why they 
left or were expelled — 
and whether they should 
have the right to return. 
Speaking on private ONTV, 
historian Khaled Fahmy 
suggested taking el-Erian's 
comments at face value. 
"I am taking the call seri¬ 
ously. I would like to see it in 
part as respectable, asad- 
dressing morals and high 
principles.” He said Egyp¬ 
tians should talk about the 
past "harm to Egyptian 
Jews" and consider them 
as still having Egyptian na¬ 
tionality. 

"I wish this was put to a 
public discussion," he said. 
Egypt's once thriving J ew¬ 
ish community largely left 
Egypt more than 60 years 
ago amid the hostilities 
between Egypt and Israel. 
Estimates say about 65,000 
Jews left Egypt since the 
creation of the state of Is¬ 
rael in 1948, most of them 
to Europe and the West, 
with a small portion settling 
in Israel. □ 
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Car bomb in Iraq kills 20 Shiite pilgrims 



An Egyptian antiquities v\/oiker performs restoration vvork on the 
Ben Maimon Synagogue in Cairo, Egypt 

(AP Photo/ Ben C urtis) 
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Disputes brewing over Hugo C havez's inauguration 


C.IDOIHAKER 
IAN JAMES 
Associated ness 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— President Hugo Chavez 
is due to be sworn in for 
o new term in less than a 
week and his closest al¬ 
lies still aren't saying what 
they plan to do if the ailing 
leader is unable to return 
from a Cuban hospital to 
take the oath of office. 
Chavez hasn't been 
seen or heard from since 
his Dec. 11 cancer sur¬ 
gery, and speculation has 
grown that his illness could 
be reaching its final stages. 
The president's elder broth¬ 
er Adan and National As¬ 
sembly President Diosdado 
Cabello joined a parade 
of visitors who saw Chavez 
in Havana this week, and 
then returned to Caracas 
on Thursday along with 
Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro. 


“In the past hours, we've 
been accompanying Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez and 
taking him the courage 
and strength of the Ven¬ 
ezuelan people,” Maduro 
said on television Thursday. 


Appearing next to Cabello 
visiting o government-run 
coffee plant in Caracas, 
he said they had been 
with Chavez together with 
the president's brother, his 
son-in-law Jorge Arreaza, 



Venezuela's Resident hlugo Chavez holds a minialuie copy of 
his countiy's constitution during a news conference in Caracas, 
Venezuela, the ailing presidents health crisis has raised con¬ 
tentious questions ahead of the swearing-in set for Jan. 10, in¬ 
cluding whetherthe inauguration could legally be postponed. 

(AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) 



EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 

^ POKER « BLACK JACK 

^ DAILY BINGO « THREE CARD POKER 

^ SPORTSBOOK « CARIBBEAN STUD POKER 

^ THE LATEST GAMES ^ ROULETTE 

ON SLOTS ^ CRAPS TABLE 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 

For more information give us a call (297) 586-7777 
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Oil Minister Rafael Ramirez 
and Attarney General Cilia 
Flores. Chavez's health cri¬ 
sis has raised contentious 
questions ahead of the 
swearing-in set for Jan. 10, 
including whether the in¬ 
auguration could legally 
be postponed, whether Su¬ 
preme Court justices might 
travel to Havana to admin¬ 
ister the oath of office, and, 
mosf of all, whaf will hap¬ 
pen if Chavez can't begin 
his new term. 

The main fault lines run be¬ 
tween Chavez's backers 
and opponents. 

But while the president's al¬ 
lies so far appear united, 
analysts have speculated 
that differences might 
emerge between factions 
led by Maduro, Chavez's 
chosen successor and vice 
president, and Cabello, 
who is thought to wield 
power within the military 
and who would be in line 
to temporarily assume the 
presidency until a new 
election can be held. 
Cabello has dismissed ru¬ 


mors of any discord within 
the socialist party and is¬ 
sued a Twitter message 
Wednesday asserting “the 
unbreakable will of revolu¬ 
tionary unity.” 

“We Chavistas are very 
clear on what we will do,” 
he said in another mes¬ 
sage, telling the opposition 
it should “take care of whaf 
you all will do.” 

Buf as of Thursday, the 
plans of Chavez's allies re¬ 
mained a mystery. 

The Venezuelan Constitu¬ 
tion soys the presidential 
oath should be taken Jon. 
10 before the Notional As¬ 
sembly, and officials have 
raised fhe possibilify fhaf 
Chavez might not be well 
enough to do that, without 
saying what will happen 
if he can't. Chavez said 
before his fourth cancer- 
related operation that if his 
illness prevented him from 
remaining president, Mad¬ 
uro should finish his current 
term and be his party's 
candidate to replace him 
in a new election.^ 


Brazil judge urges fine for 
mayor who lode donkey 

SAO PAULO (AP) — A Brazilian judge isurging prosecutors 
to fine a small-fown mayor who rode a donkey fo his 
inaugurafion fo needle an opponent who allegedly 
referred to him os a “burro” in a debate. 

Judge Lucione Glesse says that Posso Sete Mayor 
Voderlei Batista should be fined $250 for ignoring a 
restraining order barring any further donkey business from 
local politics following the October elections. 

Batista says his campaign rival referred to him as a 
donkey in a debate, and he responded with offensive 
phrases fhaf likened the opposition party to a donkey. 
That prompted the rival candidate to seek a court order 
against such satires. 

Batista says that he promised voters to ride a donkey to 
this week's inauguration.Q 






























Ling &SonsofFlDa gieatstaiti 




ORANJESIAD- Ling & Sons 
welcomed the New Year 
with a nice celebration at 
Surfside Marina Wednes¬ 
day night organized by its 
new owner Gerard Van 
den Tweel to thank all of 
his employees for their 
contribution to keeping 
the store’s name as the #1 
supermarket on the Island. 







During his speech Gerard 
Van den Tweel expressed 
to be proud of his Ling & 
Sons team and assured ev¬ 
eryone that at Ling & Sons 
the customer will always 
be #1. 

He assured that Ling & 
Sons would keep its as¬ 
sortment as the customers 
have grown to love the 
store for its wide assort¬ 
ment of American, Local, 
Latin, European and Asian 
products and announced 
that the arrival of the new 
Dutch house brand Albert 
Heijn to the store is an add¬ 
ed bonus to the store'sal- 


rea d y sue c essfu I fo rmu la. 
Aside from Gerard van 
Den Tweel's speech, the 
General Manager Wilfried 
Cobussen also surprised 
everyone with his speech in 
the local language, Papia- 
mento. A language that 
is completely new to the 
General Managerbutthat 
he has been learning with 


great dedication to show 
to everyone that when you 
love your job nothing is im¬ 
possible. After his speech 
everyone proceeded to 
the dance floor accom¬ 
panied by the music of 
well-known musical group 
Rincon Boys who made 
sure everyone danced the 
night off. □ 
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FOR THE ORIGINAL SUSHI HERE IN ARURA 


^lEOUSr Or jA^AN 

^ THE BEST SUSHI PLACE 


All lOCATED AT THE SOUTH BEACH CEHTBE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm - 1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 


Amazonia, Aqua Grill welcome New Yea rwHh a bang! 




PALM BEACH - staff members of Amazonia Churrascaria &Aqua Grill restaurant con¬ 
gregated outside the restaurant on New Year’s Eve 2012, just before the dining room 
opened for the festive New Year Eve celebration. They gathered outside, on the lush 
lawn to view the pagoro explode in thousands ot firecrackers, escorting the old year 
out. They then welcomed the New Yearin with a champagne toast. 

Pictured here the staff of Amazonia Churrascaria & Aqua Grill just before the fireworks, 
astheirfamed dining room opened forthe last2012 dinnerparty^ 



The Hue 

I^*jbster 

Phone: 297 586-38-43 
L ^ 297 ^ 6 - 47-88 
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Eulopcar, fbimeily Economy Car Rental 




ORANJESTAD - In April 
2011, Economy Car Rental 
announced that it has re¬ 
branded to Eunopcar, at 
the same time, the com¬ 
pany unveiled a new iden¬ 
tity and web site, www. 
eunopcar-aruba.com. 
Eunopcar is the world's 
leading 'leisure car rental' 
company with presence in 
approximately 150 coun¬ 
tries worldwide, 230 airport 
stations in Europe, 10,000 
stations worldwide since 
the alliance with Enterprise 
Holdings, with 6,600 em¬ 
ployees & a fleet of well 
over 193,000 vehic les. 
Eunopcar Aruba has re¬ 
cently rolled out its new 
fleet of seventy 2013 mod¬ 
els, all Hyundai, offering 
clients a range of choices 
from the economy ilO, 
the compact Accent, the 
sporty i30, the midsize Elan- 
tra and the SUV Tucson. 

In January 1992, George 
Manning Jr. and his wife, 
Bernadette Manning, start¬ 


ed Economy Car Rental 
with just 10 cars. The com¬ 
pany’s focus throughout 
its history has been: Low 
Rates, New Cars, Fast & 
Friendly Service! 

With this philosophy Econo¬ 
my grew into a major com¬ 
petitor on the island. 

During its two decade exis¬ 
tence, Economy Car Rent¬ 
al has provided first class 
service with new cars [up 
to a maximum of 2 years 
in service] while providing 
lower rates than the com¬ 
petition. The company's 
ownership and people 


have not changed. The 
name hasand the product 
is continuously upgraded 
and getting better with 
new cats. The average age 
of our cars is 18 months and 
we inspect & clean every 
car after each rental. 

In addition to the favorable 
daily rates, Europcar offers 
flexible long term rates for 
corporations and individu- 
alsaswell. 

For additional informa¬ 
tion e-mail us at info® 
europcar-aruba.com or 
call us at (297) 583-0200/ 
(297) 582-9290 [fax].□ 



Special Offer! 

luxurious condominiums 

$275,000 
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(^u sc ANY Residence a rub a 

luxury living on the island of Aruba 


Call 586 0135 for a 
FREE PICK-UP 


Visit our model home at Saliha Serca 197, Noord 
www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com 

Choose from stylish condominiums and interconected Villas 




































at Palm Beach Plaza Mall I from 8pm till 12pm Carnival show! 


Come and meet 
Aruba's Carnival 
Bands. 
Local Carnival 
groups. 
Take Pictures 
with Carnival 
Queens. 



Palm Beach Plaza Mall 



JAN. 6th 
2013 

from 6pm till 10pm 
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Louis\/ille quarteibackleddy 
Bridgewater (5) watches the 
pageantry unfold after a 
33-23 win over Rorida in the 
Sugar Bowi NCAA college 
football game Wednesday, 

J an. 2, 2013, in New Orieans. 
Associated Ress 

louis\rille 
upsets Ra. in 
^garBowi 

NEW ORIEANS (AP) — 

Tenell Floyd netumed an 
interception 38 yards for 
a touchdown on the first 
play and quarterback 
Teddy Bridgewater threw 
two touchdown passes as 
the Louisville Cardinals sur¬ 
prised the heavily favored 
Florida Gators 33-17 in col¬ 
lege football’s Sugar Bowl 
on Wednesday. 

Shaking off an early hit 
that knocked off his hel¬ 
met, Bridgewater was 20 
of 32 passing for266 yards. 
Among his throws was a 
pinpoint, 15-yard toss in the 
third quarterthat DeVante 
Parker grabbed as he 
touched one foot down in 
the comer of the end zone 
fora score. 

Bridgewater's other touch¬ 
down pass was a 19-yard- 
er to Damian Copeland 
in the fourth quarter, one 
playaftera surprise onside 
kick by the Gators back¬ 
fired badly. 

By the end, the chant, 
"Charlie, Charlie!" echoed 
from sections of the Super- 
dome occupied by red- 
clad Cardinals fa ns. 


Continued on Rage 20 
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7.H. yee'is ^ 

& Asian Bistro 


L Uf'JCH SP€ClftLS 
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f ARL V BIRD 
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$16,95 


Locoted ol Soolh Deach Centre | Pdlrn Beoch 55, Aruba | Tet: 586 3888 [ Fax: 586 8883 


Vonn letumslD Europe; beginstiaining again 



In this Dec. 8,2012 file photo Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, 
speeds down the course on her way to win an aipine ski, 
women's VUbrid Cup super-G, in St Moritz, Switzerland. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports WKter 

Lindsey Vonn is fee ling bet¬ 
ter and has returned to Eu¬ 
rope and started training 
again as she prepares to 
return to the World Cup cir¬ 
cuit after an unscheduled 
midseason break. 

Rainer Saizgeber, the rac¬ 
ing director of Vonn's 
equipment supplier Head, 
told The Associated Press 
that the four-time overall 
winnerarrived in Austria on 
Wednesday and began 
light training on Thursday. 
Saizgeber said Vonn was 
planning to race in the 
downhill and super-G in St. 
Anton, Austria, on J an. 12- 
13. 

Vonn has not competed 
since falling in the open¬ 
ing run of a giant slalom 
in Courchevel, France, on 
Dec. 16. After that race, 
the American announced 
she was going home to 
fully recover from an intes¬ 
tinal illness that landed her 
in the hospital in Novem¬ 
ber. 

Vonn has been joined by 
her ski technician, Heinz 
Haemmerie. 

"Heinz said she did a lot 
of free skiing today, and 
did some (giant slalom)," 
Saizgeber said. "The plan 
has always been for her to 
come backat St. Anton." 
Returning in St. Anton 
would mean missing a to¬ 
tal of six ra c es, g iving Vonn 
little chance of defending 
the overall title. She has 
dropped from fourth to 
sixth in the standings, and 
is 725 points behind leader 
Tina Maze of Slovenia. 


U.S. women's head coach 
Alex Hoedimoser wouldn't 
confirm Vonn's return in St. 
Anton yet. 

"We all want her to come 
back and she obviously 
wants to race but it will de¬ 
pend on how well things 
are going during training 
the next couple of days," 
he said. "The first downhill 
training is (next) Thursday 
so there is no hurry, we still 
have some time left." 
AfterSt. Anton, the women 
have a slalom in Flachau, 
Austria, followed by more 
speed races in Cortina 
d'Ampezzo, Italy, the next 
weekend. 

It remains unclear if Vonn 
will enter every event the 
rest of the season. 

"That depends on how it 
goes," Saizgebersaid. 
However, returning in St. 
Anton — on a course Vonn 
haswon on before — gives 


her plenty of time to get 
back into top form for the 
season's highlight, the 
world championships in 
Schladming, Austria, from 
Feb. 5-17. A year before 
the Sochi Olympics, Vonn 
will be looking to regain 
the downhill and super-G 
world titles that Austria's 
Elisabeth GoergI took from 
hertwo seasonsago when 
Vonn wasslowed by a mild 
concussion. 

Vonn stayed two nights in 
a hospital in Vail, Colorado 
in Novemberaftersuffering 
from severe intestinal pain. 
She then returned a nd won 
three consecutive races in 
Lake Louise, Alberta. 

Vonn also won a super-G 
in St. Moritz, Switzerland, 
on Dec. 8, but struggled in 
herla St three races— even 
making an uncharacter¬ 
istic fall in downhill, her 
best event, in Val d'Isere, 


France. 

With 57 career wins, Vonn 
needs just five more to 
match all-time leader 
Annemarie Moser-Proell of 
Austria. 

Vonn istraining in Hinterreit, 
the Austrian resort where 
she crashed badly in train¬ 
ing before worlds two sea¬ 
sonsago, ending up with a 
mild concussion. 
Teammate Bode Miller, 


DOUG FERGUSON 

APGotfVUriber 

KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 

At the end of another long 
year, and only a month 
away from the start of an- 
otherseason, Steve Strieker 
quietly posed a question 
that sounded out of place 
for a guy with more than 
$25 million in U.S. PGA Tour 
earnings over the last six 
years. "What if I went to 
Kapalua to defend and 
didn't play again the rest 
of the year?" When he ar¬ 
rived on the shoresof Maui 
for the season-opening 
Tournament of Champions 
thisweek, he had reached 
a compromise. Strieker, 
who turns 46 next month, is 
going into semi-retirement. 
When he leaves Kapalua, 
he won't return to the tour 
until the Match Play Cham¬ 
pionship atthe end of Feb¬ 
ruary. He'll play the majors 
and World Golf Champion- 
shipsthatare held in Amer¬ 
ica, maybe a few other 
tournaments to get ready 


meanwhile, has still not 
started training as he works 
hisway backfrom left knee 
surgery at the end of last 
season. 

Saizgeber said Miller was 
still expected back in Eu¬ 
rope at the end of the 
month, but likely won't 
race this season. 

"I don't know what he ex¬ 
pects, but I don't expect 
it," SaIzgebersaid.Q 


for the majors, and the 
J ohn Deere Classic outside 
Chicago, which has be¬ 
come his hometown event 
ever since the Greater Mil¬ 
waukee Open went away. 
"I've proved to myself I 
could come back," said 
Strieker, once mired in a 
slump so severe he was 
voted U.S. PGA Tourcome- 
back player — two years 
in a row. "I had a great 
run the last six years. I think 
it's just the travel, the time 
away. When I get home. 
I'm not there. I'm focused 
on where I go next. When 
I do something. I'm in it. 
I've had enough of being 
totally focused on golf and 
my life. And I wanted to 
not have it be about me 
anymore." Strieker is wired 
differently from most. He 
getsasmuch pleasure tak¬ 
ing his kids to school in Wis¬ 
consin aswinning golf tour¬ 
naments He would rather 
spend hisautumn in a deer 
stand with a bow than on 
the practice green with his 
putter. □ 


Sbicker headed for 
semi-letiie merit 
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In pass-happy NR, still helps to be able to mn 



St Louis Rams' Kendall Langfoid, left; chases Seatde Seahawks’ Maishavun Lynch inthe fiisthalfof 
an NH.football game, Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012, in Seatde. 

Associated FYess 


HOVUARD FENDRCH 
AP no Football VUHter 
ASHBURN, Virginia (AP) 

— As a wideout, Santana 
Moss wants Washington 
Redskins quarterback Rob¬ 
ert Griffin III to throw the 
ball as much as possible, 
of course, preferably in his 
direction. 

Asa player hoping to ad¬ 
vance in the NFL playoffs. 
Moss wants the Redskins to 
do what they've done as 
well asanyone this season: 
Run, run, run. 

"That's big to me. Every¬ 
where I've played and 
been successful, we ran 
the ball to pass the ball. 
Nowadays, a lot of teams 
fling the ball everywhere, 
and you want to be a part 
ofthatasa receiver," Moss 
said. "But when you really 
want to win games, you 
have to have both parts 
of your offense working, 
the air and the ground. It's 
great to see we have that 
here." 

They do thanks in part to 
the man known as RG3, 
who set a rookie quarter¬ 
back record by running 
for 815 yards, and to an¬ 
other rookie, Alfred Morris, 
who finished second in the 
league with 1,613 yards 
rushing. Washington aver¬ 
aged an NFL-high 169.3 
yards on the ground, and 
their opponents in the first 
round of the NFC playoffs 
on Sunday are the Seattle 
Seahawks, who ranked 
No. 3 at 161.2, led by Mar¬ 
sha wn Lynch. 

Clearly, as much as the 
NFL is a passing league, it 
still helps to be able to run 
the ball. 

"It doesn't have to be 
great, but you have to 
have an effective run¬ 
ning game to be able to 
be successful," said two- 
time Super Bowl cham¬ 
pion John Elway, now the 
Denver Broncos executive 


VP of football operations 
"The reason I say that is 
because, if you get leads, 
you've got to be able 
to eat clock with it and 
you've got to be able to 
keep people honest, espe¬ 
cially pass-rushing teams." 
Elway was the quarter¬ 
back and Terrell Davis 
was a 2,000-yard running 
back when the Broncos 
won the 1999 Super Bowl, 
the last time the league's 
leading rusher earned an 
NFL championship (their 
coach then was Mike Sha¬ 
nahan, currently with the 
Redskins). It's only hap¬ 
pened three other times 
since the AFL-NFL merger 
in 1970, according to STATS 


LLC, and always by the 
same guy: Emmitt Smith, 
with the Da lias Cowboys in 
1993,1994 and 1996. 

A season's leader in yards 
passing, by the way, never 
has won a Super Bowl in 
that span, STATS said. 

The top three rushers dur¬ 
ing this regular season are 
in the playoffs: Adrian Pe¬ 
terson of the Minnesota 
Vikings, Morris and Lynch. 
Other notable running 
backs in action this week¬ 
end include Arian Foster 
of the Houston Texans and 
Ray Rice of the Baltimore 
Ravens The top three 
quarterbacks in yards pass¬ 
ing, meanwhile, are done: 
Drew Brees of the New 


Orleans Saints, Matthew 
Stafford of the Detroit Li¬ 
ons and Tony Romo of the 
Cowboys Two of the top 
three in yards receiving 
also have plenty of time 
on their hands now: Calvin 
Johnson of the Lions and 
Brandon Marshall of the 
Chicago Bears 
Come playoff time, it turns 
out, good running perfor¬ 
mances are a betterindi- 
catorof sue cess than good 
passing performances. 

In playoff games in the Su¬ 
per Bowl era, teams with 
a 100-yard rusher are a 
combined 157-37 (a win¬ 
ning percentage of .809), 
while teams with a 300- 
yard passerare 57-66 (only 


.463), according to STATS. 
Admittedly, that presents 
something of a chicken- 
and-egg scenario: Did 
teams get a lead and win 
because they ran the ball 
well? Ordid they gain a lot 
of yards running because 
they already were ahead 
and were trying to run out 
the clock? 

Either way, the Vikings, 
Seahawks and Redskins 
are unabashedly putting 
emphasis on the ground 
game. Seattle led the NFL 
by running on 55 percent 
of its offense's plays, Wash¬ 
ington was next at 52.2, 
and Minnesota fifth at48.6. 
"I definitely want to keep 
the running backs high¬ 
lighted. It's started to turn 
into more of a spread-, 
quarterback-friendly NFL," 
Peterson said, "but just 
keep letting them know 
that there are going to be 
running backs that can do 
this." 

Shanahan and the man 
he'll try to outcoach on 
Sunday, Seattle'sPete Car- 
roll, both agree that run¬ 
ning the ball is prevalent in 
the league. 

And both are aware that 
theirbruising running backs 
— Carroll called Morris "a 
hammer," Redskins defen¬ 
sive tackle Barry Cofield 
said Lynch "runs like he's 
angry at everybody" — 
provide a big boost to first- 
year quarterbacks Griffin 
and Russell Wilson. 

"If you have the proper 
commitmentand you build 
around it, it's maybe the 
best way you can count 
on being consistently suc¬ 
cessful," Carroll said. "And 
you know that, as you're 
bringing up a young quar¬ 
terback, there's nothing 
betterthan to run the foot¬ 
ball asthey grow.... We al¬ 
ways want to run the foot¬ 
ball — forattitude, and just 
forthe style of play."□ 
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Sugar Bowl 

Continued from Page 17 


It their way of serenading 
third-year Louisville coach 
Charlie Strong, the former 
defensive coordinator for 
the Gators, who has ele¬ 
vated Cardinals football to 
new heights and recently 
turned down a chance to 
leave behind what he's 
built forthe top job at Ten¬ 
nessee. 

"They kind of thought we 
were going to come in and 
lay down and give them 
the game," Floyd said. 
"But Coach Strong always 
preaches that we're bet¬ 
ter than any team in the 
nation if we come outand 
play hard.” 

Florida never trailed by 
more than 10 points this 
season and had lost only 
once going into the game. 
Louisville and Florida each 
finished the season at 11-2. 
"We got outcoached and 
outplayed," Florida coach 
Will Muse ha mp said. 
"Ihat'swhatltold the foot¬ 
ball team. That's the bot¬ 


tom line." 

Gators quarterback Jeff 
Driskel, who had thrown 
only three interceptions 
all season, turned the ball 
over three times on two in¬ 
terceptions — both tipped 


passes — and a fumble. 
He finished 16 of 29 for 175 
yards 

Louisville jumped out to an 
early lead on the first play 
of the game. Driskel was 
looking for seldom-target¬ 


ed Andre Debose, who'd 
had only two catches all 
season. His throw was a bit 
behind Debose, however, 
and the receiver tipped it, 
making for an easy catch 
and score for Floyd only 15 


secondsinto the game. 
Jeremy Wright then fol¬ 
lowed with a short touch¬ 
down run later in the first 
quarter to give the under- 
dogsfromthe Big East Con¬ 
ference a 14-0 lead.Q 
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NBA Roundup 

Heat beat Maveric ks 
119-109 in overtime 


Hie Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 32 points 
and finished one assist 
shy of a tripie-doubie and 
Dwyane Wade added 27 
points as the Miami Heat 
naiiied to beat the Daiias 
Mavericks 119-109 in over¬ 
time on Wednesday. 

Chris Bosh aiso scored 17 
for Miami, which extended 
its NBA Eastern Confer- 
ence-ieading record to 
22 - 8 . 

The Heat traiied by 12 in 
the opening minutes, and 
then dug their way out of 
a six-point hoie in the finai 
3:02 of reguiation. James 
had 12 rebounds and nine 
assists 

O.J. Mayo scored 30 and 
Dirk Nowitzki — stiii working 
his way back from knee 
surgery — added 19 in 29 
minutes for the Mavericks, 
who feii to 0-6 in overtime 
this season. 

Nets 110, lhunder93 
The struggiing Brookiyn 
Nets ended Okiahoma 
City's 12-game home win¬ 
ning streak with a 110-93 
victory in a game featuring 
the first ejection of Kevin 
Durant'scareer. 

Joe Johnson scored a 
season-high 33 points and 
Deron Wiiiiams added 19 
points and 13 assists for 
the Nets, who fired coach 
Avery Johnson iast month 
and were coming off a 
31-point defeat to San An¬ 
tonio on Monday. 

The Nets squandered a 
23-point iead and aiiowed 
Okiahoma City to tie it at 
85 before going on a 23-8 
run to retake controi of the 
game. Durant was ejected 
near the end of the run for 
arguing with the referee 
over a technicai foui. 
Durant scored 27 points 
and Russeii Westbrook had 
26 points and 10 assists for 
Okiahoma City, which iost 
for oniy the third time at 
home this season. 

Wbitiois 115, Clippeis 94 
The Goiden State Warriors 
handed the Los Ange- 
ies Ciippers their second 


straight defeat, 115-94, foi- 
iowing the Ciippers' fran¬ 
chise-record 17-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Stephen Curry scored 25 
of his 31 points in the first 
ha if and David Lee finished 
with 24 points and 13 re¬ 
bounds for the Warriors, 
who became the first team 
to beat the Ciippers twice 
this season. 

J amai Crawford scored 24 
points off the bench and 
Chris Paui had 23 points 
and six rebounds for the 
Ciippers, whose ioss to 
Denver on Tuesday ended 
their win streak. 

Grizzlies 93, Celtics 83 
In Boston, Mike Coniey had 
23 points and nine assists 
to iead the Memphis Griz- 
ziiesto a 93-83 win overthe 
Ceitica 

Rudy Gay added 19 points 
and ex-Ceitic Tony Ai- 
ien had a season-high 15 
points for Memphis. 

Paui Pierce scored 17 for 
Boston, but had just one 
basket in the third quar¬ 
ter and none in the fourth. 
Rajon Rondo added 11 
pointsand 10 assists for the 
Ceitics, who have iost four 
stra ight games. 

Spuis 117, Bucks no 
San Antonio withstood a 
second-haif raiiy to beat 
Miiwaukee 117-110 on the 
road. 

Tim Duncan had 28 points, 
13 rebounds and six assists 
and Tony Parker added 23 
pointsand 11 assists for the 
Spurs, who shot 52 percent 
from the fie id forthe game. 
Brandon jennings paced 
Miiwaukee with 31 points, 
whiie rookie john Henson 
scored a career-high 20 
pointsand added nine re¬ 
bounds. 

Roc kets 104, Hornets 92 

The Houston Rockets de¬ 
feated the New Orleans 
Hornets 104-92, with J a mes 
Harden ieading the team 
in scoring for the 14th 
straight game in which 
he'spiayed. 

Harden had 31 pointsand 
seven assists for the Rock¬ 
ets, who outscored New 


0 rlea ns 60-28 in the pa int. 
Ryan Anderson had 18 
pointsand GreivisVasquez 
had 15 pointsand 14 assists 
for New Orleans, which iost 
forthe 14th time in the iast 
16 games 

Ra pto rs 102, Tra ii Bia zers 79 
Toronto ended an eight- 
game iosing streakto Port¬ 
ia nd, routing the Traii Biaz- 
ers 102-79 at home. 
Terrence Ross scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 26 pointsand De- 
MarDeRozan had 24 in To¬ 
ronto's first victory overthe 
Traii Biazets since January 
2008. Ross had a career- 
best six 3-pointers as the 
Raptors won forthe eighth 
time in nine games. 

Racers 89, VUIza ids 81 
In Indianapolis, the Pac¬ 
ers edged the NBA-worst 
Washington Wizards89-81. 
Paul George had 29 points 
and 13 rebounds and D.J. 
Augustin scored 18 points 
for Indiana, which led by 
as many as 17 but had to 
battle after Washington 
pulled within 51-49 in the 
third quarter. 

Jordan Crawford scored 
20 points for Washington, 
which fell to 1-14 on the 
road this season. 

Bulls96, Magk 94 
The Chicago Bulls got a 
season-high 31 points and 
11 rebounds from Carlos 
Boozer and managed to 
hang on to beat Orlando, 
96-94. 

Luol Deng scored 23 points 
and Taj Gibson added 21 
pointsand 10 reboundsfor 
the Bulls, who played with¬ 
out centerj oakim Noah. 

J ameer Nelson missed a 
leaning jumper in the clos¬ 
ing seconds that would 
have tied it, sending Or¬ 
lando to its seventh straight 
loss overall and fifth in a 
row at home. 

Kings 97, Cavelieis 94 
Sacramento beat Cleve¬ 
land 97-94 for its second 
road win of the season. 

J azz 106, ■nmben/volves84 
Utah easily defeated Min¬ 
nesota 106-84 to end a 
three-game losing streak. 
Suns 95, 76eis 89.G 
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Miami Heats Dwyane Wade steais the baii fhom Daiias Mav¬ 
ericks' Diik Nowitzki during overtime of their NBA basketbaii 
game, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013, in Miami. Ihe Heat won 119- 
109 in overtime. 

Associated Press 
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Questions sunound validity of iris implant pioceduie 


ABEY EUJN 

© 2013 New York limes 

Anita Ad a ms was bom with 
one green eye and one 
brown eye. While differ¬ 
ently colored irises, a con¬ 
dition otherwise known as 
heterochromia, may look 
exotic on David Bowie and 
Kate Bosworth, Adams did 
not like them on herself. 

"I wanted my irises to 
match," said Adams, 41, 
who works as a caretaker 
for at-risk adolescents in 
Grand J unction, Colo. 

In mid-2008, she began 
looking online to see if 
there was any solution oth¬ 
er than colored contact 
lenses (which comprised 
about 20 percent of the 
$7.8 billion global contact 
lens market in 2011, ac¬ 
cording to a J anuary 2012 
report published by BCC 
Market Research). She 
found a company. New 
Color Iris, marketing a de¬ 
vice invented by a Pana¬ 
ma nia nophtha Imolog ist. 
Dr. Alberto Delray Kahn, 
that could apparently im¬ 
plant an artificial or pros¬ 
thetic iris over her natural 
one. 

The device was not ap¬ 
proved by the Food and 
Drug Administration, nor 
were there any clinical 


studies or peer-reviewed 
publications about it. But 
Adams found Facebook 
posts and YouTube tes¬ 
timonials fno m pa tients 
whose eyes had gone 
from drab brown to an icy 
blue and were thrilled with 
the results. On his website, 
Kahnmedical.com, Kahn 
wrote that he supported 
"programs for the preven¬ 


tion of blindness in the 
Kuma and Embera Indians 
of Panama," who have 
high rates of ocular albi¬ 
nism, which makes them 
sensitive to light. 

Adams was impressed. At 
the company's request, 
she went for routine tests 
to her ophthalmologist, 
who told her he had never 
heard of the procedure 


and advised against it. 
She didn’t listen. "I went 
'Oh, whatever,'” she said. 
"I don't think anything was 
going to convince me not 
to do it. At that point my 
mind was made up." 
Adams is not alone in her 
quest for symmetry, what¬ 
ever the risk. 

Dr. Kenneth Steinsapir, an 
oculofacial surgeon and 
ophthalmologist in Los An¬ 
geles, received calls from 
patients wanting their eye 
color changed, so he be¬ 
gan investigating New Col¬ 
or Iris. He found no positive 
reports, but he did find a 
number of studies report¬ 
ing serious complications. 
In July 2010, he blogged 
about it on his website, 
lidlift.com. "The colored 
disk that is put in the eye 
has been shown to cause 
harm," he wrote. "If you 
are not albino and missing 
iris pigment or have part of 
the iris missing either from 
a birth defect orfrom trau¬ 
ma, then there is no com¬ 
pelling medical reason for 
this surgery." 

But Adams was deter¬ 
mined to fix her perceived 
imperfection. In Septem¬ 
ber 2008, she wired nearly 
$2,000 to New Color Iris, 
and a month later flew with 


her mother (paying their 
airfare) to Panama. She 
wastold the surgery would 
present no complications 
other than a slight risk of 
glaucoma. She signed a 
consent form, paid an ad¬ 
ditional $5,000 and under¬ 
went the 15-minute proce¬ 
dure. 

For two days, Adams' vi¬ 
sion was blurry, which she 
was told was normal. By 
the third day, she could 
see well enough to tour 
around the city. "I was 
happy with the experience 
at the time," she sa id. 

She appeared on "Inside 
Edition" to talk about how 
delighted she was, for 
which she said New Color 
Irispaid her$500, promising 
an additional $500 for ev¬ 
ery future media appear¬ 
ance she did. She also al¬ 
lowed the company to use 
her likeness on its website 
and on YouTube. 

Adams was pleased with 
her matching irises for 
about two years. But in fall 
2010, she said, her vision 
grew "spotty," and she 
was"scared to death I was 
going blind." She repeat¬ 
edly tried to contact Kahn 
as well as the company in 
New York, but said she re¬ 
ceived no response.Q 



Dr. Kenneth Steinsapir, who investigated a company that 
provides iris coior repiacement suigeiy and found a number 
of studies reporting serious complications, at his offices in Los 
Angeies VUhiie the exotic iook of two different eye coiois may 
work for rock stars and models, others find this condition to be 
troubiing to the point of seeking suigeiy to match coiois. 

(Bniiy Beit/lhe New Yoik limes) 


NY Health Department ana lysis: Hydiofia eking safe 


DANNY HAKIM 
© 2013 New York limes 
AIBANY, N.Y. - The state's 
Health Department found 
in an analysis it prepared 
early last year that the 
much-debated drilling 
technology known as hy¬ 
drofracking could be used 
safely in New York, accord¬ 
ing to a copy obtained by 
The New YorkTimesfrom an 
expert who did not believe 
it should be kept secret. 

The analysis and other 
health assessments have 
been closely guarded by 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo 
and his administration 
as the governor weighs 
whether to approve frack¬ 
ing. Cuomo, a Democrat, 
haslong delayed making a 
decision, unnerved in part 
by strident opposition on his 
party’s left. 

A plan to allow a limited 
amount of fracking in the 


state's southern tier along 
the Pennsylvania border is 
still seen as the most likely 
outcome, should the drill¬ 
ing process receive final 
approval. 

The eight-page analysis is 
a summary of previous re¬ 
search by the state and 
others, and concludes that 
fracking can be done safe¬ 
ly- 

It delves into the potential 
impact of fracking on wa¬ 
ter resources, 

on naturally occurring ra¬ 
diological material found 
in the ground, on air emis¬ 
sions and on "potential so¬ 
cioeconomic and quality- 
of-life impacts." 

But it remains ditficult ta 
discern how much origi¬ 
nal research the state has 
done on potential health 
impacts, and environmen¬ 
talists worry that the admin¬ 
istration's lack of transpar- 


encyishiding a lackofrigor 
in its assessment of public 
health risks. 

At the same time, the drill¬ 
ing industry, and landown¬ 
ers who have leased their 
land in the southern tier, 
have grown increasingly 
frustrated with delays by 
the Cuomo administration 
to announce a final plan. 
State regulators have now 
been studying the issue 
of fracking for about four 
years. 

Emily DeSantis, a spokes¬ 
woman for the State De¬ 
partment of Environmen¬ 
tal Conservation, said the 
analysis obtained by The 
Times was out of date. 

"The document you have is 
merely a summary, is nearly 
a year old, and there will 
be substantial changes to 
that version," she said. 

She added that a revised 
version of the Environmen¬ 


tal Impact Statement on 
hydrofracking - which last 
ran about 1,500 pages - 
would include more materi¬ 
al delving into health issues. 
The administration has also 
turned to three outside ex¬ 
perts to review the state's 
own health assessments 
Fracking - more formally 
known as high volume hy¬ 
draulic fracturing - involves 
injecting large amounts of 
sand, waterand chemicals 
deep underground at high 
pressures to extract natural 
gas from rock formations. 
The natural gas industry 
has aggressively sought to 
drill in the Marcellus Shale, 
a deep repository that 
runs through West Virginia, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
New York. 

The assessment obtained 
by The Times finds that 
fracking can be done 
safely within the regulatory 


system that the state has 
been developing for sev¬ 
eral years. 

"By implementing the pro¬ 
posed mitigation mea¬ 
sures," the analysis says, 
"the Department expects 
that human chemical ex¬ 
posures during normal 
HVHF operations" - short 
for high-volume hydraulic 
fracturing - "will be pre¬ 
vented or reduced below 
levels of significant health 
concern." 

The analysis also rejects a 
broad quantitative risk as¬ 
sessment of fracking - the 
kind of study that would try 
to project the probability 
of various hazards - saying 
it would "involve making a 
large number of assump¬ 
tions about the many sce¬ 
nario-specific variables that 
influence the nature and 
degree of potential human 
exposure and toxicity."Q 
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Google emeigesftom F1C probe relatively unscathed 



Federal Trade Commission (F1C) Chainnan Jon leibovuHz holds 
an electronic device during a news conference at F1C in 
Vlihshington, thuisday, J an. 3, 2013. 

Associated Ress 


MICHAELUEDIKE 
APIfechnology VUKter 
SAN mANCISCO (AF^ — 

Google has settled a U.S. 
government probe into its 
business practices without 
making any majorconces- 
sionson how the company 
runs its Internet search en¬ 
gine, the world’s most influ¬ 
ential gateway to digitalin- 
formation and commerce. 
Thursday's agroement with 
the FederalTrade Commis¬ 
sion covers only some of 
the issues raised in a wide- 
ranging antitrcist investiga¬ 
tion that could have cul¬ 
minated in a regulatory 
crackdown that re-shapes 
Internet search, advertising 
and mobile computing. 

But that didn’t happen, 
to the relief of Google 
and technology trade 
groupswonied aboutover- 
zealous regulation discour¬ 
aging future innovation. 
The resolution disappoint¬ 
ed consumer rights groups 
and Google rivals such as 
MicrosoftCorp., which had 
lodged complaints with 
regulators in hopesof legal 
action that would split up 
orat least hobble the Inter¬ 
net’s most powerful com¬ 
pany. 

Google is still trying to settle 
a similar antitrust probe in 
Europe. A resolution to that 
case is expected to come 
within the next few weeks. 
After a 19-month investi¬ 
gation, Google Inc. pla¬ 
cated the FTC by signing a 
consent decree requiring 
the company to charge 
"fair, reasonable and non¬ 
disc rim ina to ry" prices to 
license hundreds of pat¬ 
ents deemed essential to 
the operations of mobile 
phones, tablet computers, 
laptops and video game 
consoles. 

The requirement is meant 
to ensure that Google 
doesn’t use patents ac¬ 
quired in last year’s $12.4 
billion purchase of Mo¬ 
torola Mobility to thwart 
competition from mobile 
devices running on soft¬ 
ware other than Google’s 
Android system. The prod¬ 
ucts vying against Android 
include Apple Inc.’siPhone 
and iPad, Research in Mo¬ 
tion Ltd.’s BlackBerry and 
Microsoft’s Windows soft¬ 
ware. 


Google also promised to 
exclude, upon request, 
snippets copied from other 
websites in capsules of key 
information shown in re¬ 


DERRIKJ. LANG 
AP Enterta inment Wkiter 

It’s that time of the year 
when the line for an ellipti¬ 
cal machine at your local 
gym stretches a bit longer 
thanks to freshly motivat¬ 
ed folks who’ve resolved 
to start 2013 by shedding 
pounds and shaping up. 
Why wait to work out — or 
even leave yourliving room 

— when you can get your 
heart rote up at home with 
these recently released fit¬ 
ness games? 

— "Nike-I- Kinect Training" 
(Microsoft, for Xbox 360, 
$49.99) is probably the 
closest you can get to a 
personal trainer coming 
over to your place without 
added expense or intimi¬ 
dation. Brought to you by 
the swooshy shoemaker, 
"Nike-I- Kinect Training" is 
essentially a four-week ex¬ 
ercise program centered 
on three goals: get lean, 
get strong orgettoned. 

The camera-based Kinect 
system does an impressive 
job detecting motion in 


sponse to search requests. 
The company had insisted 
the practice is legal under 
the fair-use provisions of 
U.S. copyright law. None¬ 


personalized cardio drills. 
The graphicsand interface 
are slick, and the virtual 
trainers are actually help¬ 
ful, though their repetitive 
prerecorded motivation 
will eventually become as 
tiresome as that grunting 
meathead at your gym’s 
free weights. Three-and-a- 
ha If stars out of four. 

— "Your Shape: Fitness 
Evolved 2013" (Ubisoft, for 
Wii U, $49.99) is the only fit¬ 
ness title out for the Wii U 
since Nintendo has yet to 
unleash a "Wii Fit" for the 


theless, even before the 
settlement, Google al¬ 
ready had scaled backon 
the amount of cribbing, or 
"scraping,” of online con¬ 
tent after business review 
site Yelp Inc. lodged one 
of the complaints that trig¬ 
gered the FTC investigation 
in 2011. In anotherconces- 
sion, Google pledged to 
adjust the online advertis¬ 
ing system that generates 
most of its revenue so mar¬ 
keting campaigns can be 
more easily managed on 
rival networks. 

Google, though, prevailed 
in the pivotal part of the in¬ 
vestigation, which delved 
into complaints that the 
Internet search leader has 
been highlighting its own 
services on its influential 
results page while burying 
links to competing sites. 
For instance, requests for 
directions may turn up 
Google Maps first, queries 
for video might point to 
the company’s own site, 
YouTube, and searches for 
merchandise might route 
users to Google Shopping. 
Although the FTC said it un¬ 


new console. While thisedi- 
tion of "Your Shape" smart¬ 
ly utilizes the Game Pad for 
navigation, it unfortunately 
requires a Wiimote to track 
movements, and there are 
no Wii Balance Board fea¬ 
tures. 

The ^n-heavy routines in 
"Your Shape" feel less in¬ 
tense but more diverse 
than the "Nike-h Kinect" 
workouts, and the game 
awards currency for exer¬ 
cising, which can be used 
to buy stuff like new songs 
and virtual gear. It’s clever 


covered some obvious in- 
stancesof bias in Google’s 
results during the investi¬ 
gation, the agency’s five 
commissioners unanimous¬ 
ly concluded there wasn’t 
enough evidence to take 
legal action. 

"Undoubtedly, Google 
took aggressive actions to 
gain advantage over ri¬ 
val search providers," said 
Beth Wilkinson, a former 
federal prosecutorthatthe 
FTC hired to help steer the 
investigation. "However, 
the FTC’s mission is to pro¬ 
tect competition, and not 
individual competitors." 
Two consumer rights 
groups lashed out at the 
FTC for letting Google off 
too easily. 

"The FTC had a long list of 
grievancesa gainst Google 
to choose from when de¬ 
ciding if they unfairly used 
their dominance to crush 
their competitors, yet they 
failed to use their author¬ 
ity for the bettemnent of 
the marketplace," said 
Steve Pociask, president of 
the American Consumer 
Institute.□ 


inspiration. However, hold¬ 
ing a remote while working 
out feels like a big lunge 
backward for the genre. 
Three stars. 

— "Dance Central 3" 
(Microsoft, for Xbox 360, 
$49.99) isn’t technically a 
fitness title — and that’s 
exactly why it just might 
be the best one out there. 
The third iteration of the 
popular Kinect choreog¬ 
raphy series features a re¬ 
vamped fitness mode that 
can stealthily track calories 
burned as players shake 
what their mama gave 
’em to hit songs 
The newfitnessfeature also 
allows wannabe Ushers to 
set weekly goals and pro¬ 
gram playlists of varying 
styles and lengths. (I pre¬ 
ferred getting funky with 
the "cardio groove" list.) 
"Dance Central" isn’t as 
comprehensive as "Nike-i- 
Kinect Training" or "Your 
Shape," but it’sa fun diver¬ 
sion when those games’ 
virtual trainers boil your 
blood. Four stats. □ 


Review: 'Nike + Kinect' 'Your Shape' sweat it out 



Ihis undated publicity photo provided by Microsoft Coip. 
shows the fitness video game, ''Nike + Kinect Tiaining," for 
Mic rosoft Xbox 360. 

Associated Press 
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After 2-day rally, U.S slocks fade on data. Fed 


MAnHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A two- 
day rally in the stock mar¬ 
ket came to an end Thurs¬ 
day afternoon when an 
account of the Federal 
Reserve's last meeting re¬ 
vealed a split between 
bank officials over how 
long the Fed should keep 
buying bonds to support 
the economy. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average and the Standard 
& Poor's 500 index tread¬ 
ed water for much of the 
day, then slid into the red 
around 2 p.m. Eastern, af¬ 
ter the Fed released the 
minutes from its December 
meeting. The Dow ended 
with a loss of 21.19 points, 
orO.2 percent, at 13,391.36. 
The S&P 500 lost 3.05 points 
to 1,459.37 and the Nas¬ 
daq composite fell 11.70to 
3,100.57. 

At last month's meeting of 


the Federal Reserve's poli¬ 
cy-making committee, the 
central bank pledged to 
buy $85 billion of Treasurys 
and mortgage-backed 
bonds and also keep a 
benchmark interest rate 
near zero until the unem¬ 
ployment rates drops be¬ 
low 6.5 percent. 

On Thursday, the minutes 
from that meeting showed 
Fed officials were divided 
over the bond purchases 
Some of its 12 voting mem¬ 
bers thought they should 
continue through this 
year, while another group 
thought they should be 
slowed or stopped much 
earlier. Just "a few" mem¬ 
bers saw no need for a 
time frame, according to 
the minutes. 

"It's pretty surprising," said 
Thomas Simons, market 
economist at the invest¬ 
ment bankj efferies. "I think 
everybody thought there 


was broad agreement on 
policy, but now it seems like 
few of them really wanted 
to vote for it." 

The stock market opened 
on a weak note after retail¬ 
ers reported mixed holiday 
sales and as the prospect 
of a new budget battle 


in Congress loomed. Unit¬ 
edHealth Group led the 
Dow lower. The insurance 
giant's stock fell $2.55 to 
$51.99 after analysts at 
Deutsche Bank and other 
firms cut their ratings on the 
stock. 

"It's natural to relax a bit 


after such a huge day as 
yesterday," said Lawrence 
Creatura, who manages 
a small-company fund at 
Federated Investors. 

The Dow soared 308 points 
Wednesday, its largest 
pointgain since December 
2011. The rally was ignited 
after lawmakers passed a 
bill to avoid a combina¬ 
tion of government spend¬ 
ing cuts and tax increases 
colled the “fiscal cliff.” 

That deal gave the market 
a Jump start into the new 
yea r. The Dow a nd the S&P 
500 are already up more 
than 2 percent. 

"We're off to a very strong 
start," Creatura said. "The 
dominant reason is the res¬ 
olution of the fiscal cliff. But 
J anuary is usually a strong 
month, as investors all shift 
money into the market 
at the same time. When 
the calendar flips, it’s os if 
you're allowed to begin 
the race anew." 
Economists had warned 
that the full force of the 
fiscal cliff could drag the 
country into a recession. 
The law passed late Tues¬ 
day night averted that 
outcome for now, but 
other fiscal squabbles ore 
likely in the months a head. 
Congress must raise the 
government's borrowing 
limit soon or be forced to 
choose between slashing 
spending and paying its 
debts. 

In other Thursday trading, 
prices of U.S. government 
bonds fell, sending their 
yields hig he r.Q 



A trader works on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange 
in New York. Asian stocks rose Thursday, Jan. 3, 2013, but en¬ 
thusiasm waned by the time U.S. markets opened, continuing 
through to the ciosing beii. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


Weekly US jobless aid applications rise to 372K 


C.S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More Ameri¬ 
cans sought unemployment benefits 
last week, though the winter holidays 
likely distorted the data for the sec¬ 
ond straight week. 

The Labor Department said Thurs¬ 
day that weekly applications rose 
by 10,000 to a seasonally adjusted 
372,000 in the week ended Dec. 29. 
The previous week's total was revised 
higher. Many state unemployment 
offices were closed this week for the 
New Year's holiday and did not sub¬ 
mit complete data forlast week. Asa 


result, the department relied on esti- 
matesfornine states Two weeksago, 
the department estimated 19 states 
because of Christmas closings. 

In a typical week, the government es¬ 
timates only one or two states. 

The broader trend has been favor¬ 
able. The four-week average, a less 
volatile measure, was little changed 
at 360,000. That's only slightly above 
the previous week's 359,750, which 
was the lowest in more than four 
years. 

Weekly applications are a proxy 
for layoffs. They hove mostly fluctu¬ 
ated this year between 360,000 and 


390,000. At the same time, employers 
have added an average of 151,000 
jobs a month in the first 11 months of 
2012. 

The government will release the De¬ 
cember's Jobs report Friday. Econo¬ 
mists forecast it will show employ¬ 
ers added about 150,000 Jobs last 
month, barely enough to lower the 
unemployment rate. 

A separate report Thursday offered 
some hope that the job figures could 
be a little higher. Payroll provider 
ADP reported that businesses added 
215,000 jobs last month, much higher 
than November's total of 148,000.Q 
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Relaileis lepoit higher Dec ember sales lebound 



Ihe U.S auto industry ended 

2012 on a high note, with 
Dec ember saies the sbongest 
they have been since befbie 
the lecession. 

(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh) 

US auto saies 
ciose 2012 in 
the tost lane 

DEE-ANN DURBIN 
10M KRISHER 
APAuto VUHteis 
DEIROrrCAF^ — Strong U.S. 
salesin Decembercapped 
a remarkable year for the 
auto industry — especially 
Japanese brands — and 

2013 should be even bet¬ 
ter. 

Sales of new cars and 
trucks are expected to to¬ 
tal 14.5 million after a II car- 
makers announce figures 
on Thursday. That is 13 per¬ 
cent betterthan 2011 and 
the best performance in 
five years. 

In 2012, Americans had 
plenty of incentive to buy 
new cars and trucks. Un¬ 
employment eased. Home 
sales and prices rose. And 
the average age of a car 
topped 11 years in the U.S., 
a record that spurred peo¬ 
ple to trade in. 

"The U.S. light vehicle sales 
market continues to be a 
bright spot in the tremu¬ 
lous global environment," 
said Jeff Schuster, senior 
vice president of forecast¬ 
ing forLMC Automotive, a 
Detroit-area industry fore¬ 
casting firm. 

Year-end deals on pickup 
trucks and the usual round 
of sparkling holiday ads 
helped December sales 
Jump 10 percent to more 
than 1.3 million, auto pric¬ 
ing site TrueCar.com pre¬ 
dicted. □ 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Retail VUKter 
NEW YORK (AR — A last- 
minute surge in spending 
may have saved Christmas 
for stores in the U.S. 

Major retailers such as 
Costco and Nordstrom on 
Thursday reported better- 
than-expected revenue in 
December. That comes as 
a relief for stores that can 
make up to 40 percent of 
their annual revenue dur¬ 
ing the winterholiday shop¬ 
ping period that runs from 
Novemberthrough the end 
of December. 

Consumers had a lot to 
worry about this holiday, 
including cleanup after 
Supeistorm Sandy and the 
possibility of the U.S. econ¬ 
omy falling off the “fiscal 
cliff," triggering a massive 
budget cuts and tax in¬ 
creases that would mean 
much less money in Ameri¬ 
cans' pockets. But after 
spending cautiously during 
most of the season, they 
loosened their purse strings 
in the final shopping days. 

"I wouldn’t be doing cart¬ 
wheels that it was particu¬ 
larly great or strong holi¬ 
day season, but it could 
have been worse given 


CANDICECHOI 
MIC HEL1£ CHAPMAN 
AP Business WKteis 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hormel 
Foods apparently has a 
hankering for a peanut 
butter and bacon sand¬ 
wich. The company pri¬ 
marily known forSpam and 
other cured, smoked and 
deli meats said Thursday 
that it's buying Skippy, the 
No. 2 U.S. peanut butter 
brand, in its biggest-ever 
acquisition. 

Skippy, which was intro¬ 
duced in 1932 and is a sta¬ 
ple in American pantries. 


the headwinds," said Ken 
Perkins, president of Retail- 
Metrics, a research firm. 
"The government and 
Mother Nature were not 
as cooperative as retail¬ 
ers would have liked. But it 
was definitely not as bad as 
feared." 

Twenty retailers reported 


thatrevenue atstoresopen 
at least a year — a figure 
that indicates a retailers' 
health — rose an average 
of 4.5 percent in December 
compared with the year- 


is intended to increase 
Hormel's presence in the 
center of the supermarket 
where nonperishable foods 
are sold. It also gives the 
Austin, Minnesota-based 
company a stronger foot¬ 
ing in international markets 
Skippy is sold in about 30 
countries and is the lead¬ 
ing peanut butter brand in 
China, where Hormel has 
been trying to build up its 


ago period, according to 
the International Council 
of Shopping Centers That’s 
on the high end of the ex¬ 
pected range of 4 percent 
to 4.5 percent. 

Only a small group of chain 
stores representing about 
13 percent of the $2.4 tril¬ 
lion U.S. retail industry report 


monthly revenue. The list 
excludes Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc., the world’s biggest re¬ 
tailer. But the data still offers 
a snap shot of consumer 
spending, which accounts 


Spam business for the past 
several years. 

Hormel, which also makes 
canned chili, sausagesand 
pepperoni, currently gets 
the vast majority of its sales 
in the U.S., with only about 
4 percent of revenue com¬ 
ing from abroad. Now the 
company is hoping that 
Skippy, which it's buying 
from Unilever for $700 mil¬ 
lion, will help it expand at 


for 70 percent of all eco¬ 
nomic activity. Overall, the 
combined November and 
December sales figure rose 
2.7 percent, slightly shy of 
the 3 percent rise the 1C SC 
had predicted. 

The numbers provide a 
brighter picture than mid- 
December sales reports, 
which painted the season 
as the worse since 2008. 
It winded up being a sea¬ 
son of fits and starts, with 
healthy spending during 
certain periodsfollowed by 
stretches of tepid growth. 
Nordstrom had a particu¬ 
larly strong December, with 
revenue at stores open 
at least a year up 8.6 per¬ 
cent, more than double 
the 3.4 percent analysts ex¬ 
pected. The Seattle-based 
department store operator 
said sales were particularly 
strong in the last week of 
the season, as shoppers 
got a full weekend before 
Christmas, which fell on a 
Tuesday. 

The late surge might have 
been driven by a last min¬ 
ute increase in markdowns 
by retailers, said Chris Don¬ 
nelley, global managing di¬ 
rector of Accenture's retail 
practice.Q 


home and overseas. 

In a conference call with 
analysts, CEO Jeffrey Et- 
tinger noted that peanuts 
and peanut oil are popu¬ 
lar in China. And although 
peanut butter is not yet a 
household staple there, he 
said it is growing rapidly. 
Back at home, Ettingersaid 
peanut butter is already 
regarded as a convenient 
and affordable source of 
protein and that Hormel 
would apply its innovation 
skills and "take Skippy out 
of the Jar" for use in other 
products such as pack¬ 
aged snackfoods. 
Forexample, he noted that 
the company recently in¬ 
troduced pepperoni sticks 
as part of a push to grow 
its snacks business. With 
Spam, the company is test¬ 
ing shelf-stable, micro wav- 
able meals, such asjamba- 
laya made with Spam. It's 
also considering a variety 
of macaroni and cheese 
made with Spam.Q 
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Hormel acquires pea nut butter brand Skippy 


SPAM 




Hoimel Foods^ the company primarily known for Spam and oth¬ 
er cuied, smoked and deli meats said Ihuisday, Jan. 3, 2013, 
that its buying Skippy, the country's No. 2 peanut butter biand, 
in its biggest-ever acquisition. 

(AP Photo/Hie) 



A iast-minute suige in spending heiped many major U.S letaii- 
eis leport better-than-expected saies in December, a leiief for 
stoies that make up to 40%of annuai levenue during the hoii- 
day period. 

(AP Photo/Aian Diaz) 
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New Year’s 
Resolutions 


// 


6 Chix 






Blondie 


TM POSTING 
THAT IT'S 
TIME POQ 
ME TO 
TURN IN 



I THINK yOU'RE ^ 

GETTING ADDICTED TO 
POSTING TOO MANY 
TRIVIAL THINGS ON 
VOUR PACESOOK 


HONEV, 
PLEASE/ ■ 

I CAN QUIT ^ 
POSTING AN’ 
TIME I 


I DON'T KNOW... 

IT SEEMS LIKE ^ 
YOU'RE GETTING 
' CARRIED AWAY/ 



Get this-Blondie thinks I post 
way too much trivial stuff 
on my Facebook page 



Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ * 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Use a broom 
6 Mischief- 
makers 

10 Plays a role 

14 Slight coloring 

15 _ as a pin 

16 Apple’s center 

17 Zeal 

18 Actor Alan _ 

19 Abel’s killer 

20 Inhabitant 
22 Mailmen’s 

beats 

24 _ order; 
additional dish 

25 Repetition of a 
musical piece 

26 Eggnog topper 

29 Basket 
emotional 
wrecks 

30 Not _ longer; 
no more 

31 City leader 

33 Whiplash sites 
37 Bowling targets 
39 Reigned 

41 Sand mound 

42 Hard to climb 
44 Earn; deserve 

46 Buzzing insect 

47 Meanders 

49 Makes happen 
51 Courage 

54 Very short play 

55 Money returned 
to the buyer 

56 Unfaithful 

60 Pres. Chester 
_ Arthur 

61 Colorful cereal 

63 “La Boheme” or 
“Carmen” 

64 Group of actors 

65 Long-eared 
animal 

66 Infuriated 

67 Peepers 

68 Fills with holy 
wonder 

69 Dinner course 

DOWN 

1 Celebrity 

2 Metal thread 

3 Conclusions 

4 Conceit 


5 Daily, as a 
salary 

6 Nutty 

7 Dissolve 

8 Launch site 

9 Gazes 

10 Doomed; ill- 
fated 

11 Raccoon’s 
cousin 

12 Attempts 

13 Good judgment 
21 _ Allan Poe 
23 Unlocked 

25 More unusual 

26 Afternoon rests 

27 Military division 

28 Actress Daly 

29 Old King and 
Nat King 

32 Delicious 

34 Baby bears 

35 Leg joint 

36 Observes 

38 Maids & butlers 
40 Van Dyke and 
Van Patten 
43 Tennyson or 
Wordsworth 


45 Clothiers 

48 “Queen of 
Soul” 

50 Perfect place 

51 _ oneself; 
prepare for bad 
news 

52 Pass on, as a 
message 


53 Lower; demean 

54 Nines turned 
upside down 

56 Urgent 

57 Shout 

58 Region 

59 Actress Cheryl 

62 Uncooked 
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As taxi tales rise, tips don't keep pace 



A passenger tips a taxi driver in New Yoric Four months alter 
cab rates weie raised, rideiship remainsaboutthe same but 
the percentage given asa gratuity to driveishastallen. 

(MarcusYam/1he New Yoik times) 


MATTREGENHBMER 
© 2013 New Yoik times 
NEW YORK - Detractors 
have long cast a yellow 
taxi ride in New York as 
something of an urban sur¬ 
render - a necessary ex¬ 
pense when the subway 
is too crowded, the walk is 
too cumbersome, the bur¬ 
den of carownership in the 
city is too much to bear. 
Four months after cab 
fares increased by roughly 
17 percent, it is perhaps 
not surprising to learn how 
New Yorkers have been 
greeting the news: They 
will always ride, it seems, 
but they do not have to be 
happy about it. 

According to data com¬ 
piled by the city's Taxi and 
Limousine Commission, 
overall ridership has re¬ 
mained remarkably stable 


since the increase, fall¬ 
ing just 1.67 percent com¬ 
pared with the same pe¬ 
riod in 2011. 

A review of tips for cab¬ 
bies, however, introduces 
a wrinkle. For riders who 
pay by credit card, tips 
have fallen, asa percent¬ 
age of the fare, to 15.5 
percent. An earlier review 
by the commission found 
that credit card tips ex¬ 
ceeded 20 percent in fall 
2009. Data from October 
and November of 2010 
and 2011 placed average 
creditcand tipscloserto 17 
percent. Data is not avail¬ 
able fortipsmade in cash. 
"Some people know about 
the hike, and just don't like 
it and just don't tip," said 
Chrishna Sooknanan, 27, 
a taxi driver from Brooklyn. 
"People see the 50-cent 


surcharge from the MTA 
and figure it's a tip." (The 
surcharge went into effect 
in 2009 to support the Met¬ 
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority, which is perenni¬ 
ally short on cash.) 

David S. Yassky, the city's 
taxi commissioner, cau¬ 
tioned that any change 
in tipping patterns might 
have more to do with math 
than rider resentment. In 
purely monetary terms, av¬ 
erage tipsare up Spercent 
to $2.29, from $2.12, on 
fares paid by card. It is the 
tip percentage that has 
fallen, because fares have 
increased at a far greater 
rate. 

If passengers are accus¬ 
tomed to tipping, say, $3 
on their daily rides, Yassky 
reasoned, they might con¬ 
tinue to do so even as the 
fa re rises. 

"It's behavior staying the 
same," he said. "That drop 
isjustan artifactof the pre¬ 
existing behavior."Q 


FOR RENT 
The Divi Phoenix 

week 2 (jan 12th-jan 19th) 

2 bedroom sunset side on the 
beach 

For rent $1500 for the week 
contact #564-0937 
ask for George 

198190 

Christmas & New Year 
wks 2013 

2xone bedrtimeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@ yahoo.com 

198189 

"forrTnY 

Costa Linda 

2 bedroom & 2 bath, lockout 
j anuary 7 -11 th $725 
Call: 566-2817 

198187 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Viilas 

jan 06-jan 13 2 br$950 
jan05-janl2 2br$1.200 
Feb 02-Feb 9 1 br$900 
Febl6-Feb231br$900 
other wks available 
Pis call 732-2788 
rental® arubadirectdeals,com 

198185 

FORSALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

week 52 Ibr $8,500 
week 1 2br $10,000 
week 3 2br $5,000 
week 4 2br $5,000 
week 1-2-3 2br$9000 each 
sales0arubadirectdeals.com 

Tel. 732-2788 

197772 



Christinas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 X one bedroom timeshare 
suite for rent in Aruba forwk 
51 and wk 52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000(a) yahoo.com 

_ 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club 2 Br/ 2 B iock out 
unitPiatinum time -ocean 
view NDZ1543(a) verison.net 
732-6687448(US) 

_ 19 ^ 7_996 

forrenT 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

2 bedroom 2 bath, ocean 
view Christmas wk 2013 
December 21-28 st 
Contact: ABC Rm 145 untii 
1/07/13 USA 516-625-1996 
blevinem@aoi.com $5,900 

_i981_68 

forsaIe 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg® hotmail.com 

_ 

FOR SALE 
Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything's included in this 2 Br 
2 Vi bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pickup 

198153 


FOR SALE 

wk 1-137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Caii 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

joe ormary Summers 

114364 

WEEK 52 WOW 

Divi Village Golf Resort 
Great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 until 
01/07/12 or 
z3837@yahoo.de 

198184 

VACATION SPECIAL 

last minute 

Aruba Beach Club /Casa del Mar 
5-12 Jan 

4 p $550 studio 

5 p $760 1 bdr 

6 p $900 2 bdr 

Tel. 583-4403/560-3297 

198183 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 



ORANJESTAD I 

\ 

■ 

i_ 

4 January 

Dr. Wijngaarde 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


Pharmacy on duty 
I ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Trupiaal Tel: 583-8560 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES*^ 


CRUISE SHIP 



Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
J et Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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?HSCIENCE 



Baseball-size Maitian lock lecoveied in the Sahara 



Ihis image piovided Cari Agee, UhiveisHy of New Mexico, showsa lockliom Mats that ianded in 
the Sahara Desert An examination of the Martian meteorite known as NWA 7034 determined it is 
2.1 biiiion years oid and is water-ric h. 


AUCIA CHANG 
AP Science VUKter 
IDSANGEL£S(AF0 — Sc ien- 
tistsare abuzzabouta rock 
from Mars that landed in 
the Sahara desert: A year¬ 
long analysis tavealed it's 
quite different from other 
Martian meteorites 
Not only is it older than 
most, it a Iso contains more 
water. The baseball-size 
meteorite, estimated to be 
2 billion years old, is strik¬ 
ingly similar to the volca¬ 
nic rocks examined by the 
NASA rovers Spirit and Op¬ 
portunity on the Martian 
surface. 

"Here we have a piece of 
Mars that I can hold in my 
hands That’s really excit¬ 
ing," said Carl Agee, direc¬ 
tor of the Institute of Mete- 
oritics and curator at the 
University of New Mexico 
who led the study pub¬ 
lished online Thursday in 
the journal Science. 

Most space rocks that 
fall to Earth as meteorites 
come from the asteroid 
belt, but a numbercan be 
traced to the moon and 
Mars. 

Scientists believe an aster¬ 
oid orsome otherlarge ob¬ 
ject struck Mars, dislodging 
rocks and sending them 
into space. Occasionally, 
some plummet through 
Earth's atmosphere. 

Short of sending a space¬ 
craft or astronaut to the 
red planet to haul back 


rocks, Martian meteorites 
are the next best thing for 
scientists seeking to better 
understand how Earth's 


neighbortransformed from 
a tropical environment to 
a frigid desert. 


Associated Press 

About 65 Martian rocks 
have been recovered on 
Earth, mostly in Antarctica 


or the Sahara. The oldest 
datesback4.5 billion years 
to a time when Mars was 
wamnerand wetter. About 
half a dozen Martian me¬ 
teorites a re 1.3 billion years 
old and the rest are 600 
million yearsoryounger. 
The latest meteorite, known 
as NWA 7034 and nick¬ 
named "Black Beauty," 
was donated to the Uni¬ 
versity of New Mexico by 
an American who bought 
it from a Moroccan mete¬ 
orite dealer last year. 
Researchers performed a 
battery of tests on the me¬ 
teorite and based on its 
chemical signature con¬ 
firmed that it was blasted 
to Earth from Mars. At 2.1 
billion years old, it's the 
second-oldest known Mar¬ 
tian meteorite. 

There's also evidence that 
it was altered by water. 
Though the amount re¬ 
leased from the meteor¬ 
ite during testing at high 
temperatures was small — 
6,000 parts per million — it 
was still much more than 
otherMartian meteorites. 
The findings add further 
evidence that there were 
pockets of water near the 
surface during a time when 
the planet was mostly dry 
and dusty. 

More tests are under way 
to determine how long the 
rock floated in space and 
how long it had been sit¬ 
ting in the Sahara. 

University of Alberta me¬ 
teorite expert Chris Herd 
said the find was welcome 
since most Martian rocks 
that rain on Earth tend to 
be younger. And the lat¬ 
est find doesnotappearto 
be too contaminated, he 
said. 

"It's fairly fresh. It hasn’t 
been subjected to a whole 
lot of weathering," said 
Herd, who had no role in 
the research. □ 
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Ihis Feb. 17 , 2012 file photo shows singer-actiess Michelle 
V\iilliamsatthe 43id NAACPImage Awaidsin Los Angeles. 

Associated Ress 

Michelle Wiliams 
joining tDur of 'Fela!' 

MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama VUKter 

NBA/YORK(AP)— FormerDestiny'sChild memberMichelle 
Williams is joining the latest U.S. tourof the musical "Fela!" 
Producers said Thursday the singer will be onstage when 
the touropensin Washington, D.C., onj an. 29. 

"Fela!" — a biography of Nigerian musician and activist 
Fela Anikulapo Kuti — will then play 16 cities, including 
Miami and Seattle. Williams will play Fela's African- 
American lover, Sandra Isadora. 

Williams, part of Destiny’s Child along with Kelly Rowland 
and Beyonce, is now solo artist who released the dance 
album "Unexpected" and the single "On The Run." 

Jay-Z; Beyonce's husband, is one of the producers of 
"Fela!" which won three Tony Awards. 

Williams has appeared on Broadway in "Aida," on 
tour with "The Color Purple" and in London starring in 
"Chicago." 

"Fela!" had itsworid premiere off-Broadway in the summer 
of 2008 and opened on Broadway a year later, playing 
34 previewsand 463 regular performances It returned to 
Broadway last summer after an international tour.Q 

Lawmakeissay CIA may 
have misled filmmakeis 

KIMBERLY DOZIER 
AP Intelligence VUKter 

VUASHING1DN (AP) — Lawmakers a re accusing the CIA of 
misleading the makers of the Osama bin Laden raid film, 
"^ro Dark Thirty," by telling them that harsh interrogation 
methodshelped trackdown the terrorist mastermind. 

The film shows waterboarding and similar techniques as 
important to finding bin Laden in Pakistan, where he was 
killed by Navy SEALS 

A three-year Senate investigation showed that such 
methods produced no useful intelligence. The CIA’s 
acting director, Michael Morell, recently contradicted 
that, saying harsh techniques did produce some tipsthat 
led to bin Laden. 

In a lettertothe ClAthisweek, Sens. Dianne Feinstein,J ohn 
McCain and othersasked Morell to backup hisclaim and 
to share documents showing what the filmmakers were 
told. 

The CIA says it will cooperate.Q 


Bieber calls for iDugh rules 
after paparazzo death 



In Ihis Nov. 18, 2012 file photo, Jusdn Bieber accepts the award fbrtovoiite aibum - pop/K>ckfbr 
"Beiieve"atthe 40th Anniveisaiy American Music Awards, in losAngeies 

Associated Ress 


GREG RISUNG 

Associated Ress 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

traffic death of a photog¬ 
rapher while taking pho¬ 
tos of J ustin Bieber’s white 
Ferrari has led to new de¬ 
bate overdangers that pa¬ 
parazzi can bring on them¬ 
selves and the celebrities 
they chase. 

Bieber and other stars this 
week renewed their calls 
for tougher laws to rein in 
their pursuers. 

The Los Angeles County 
coroner’s office confirmed 
Thursday that the photog¬ 
rapher was 29-year-old 
ChristopherJ amesGuena. 
Bieber has said his prayers 
were with the photogra¬ 
pher’s family. The singer 
wasn’t even in the Ferrari 
during Tuesday’s accident. 
"Hopefully this tragedy will 
finally inspire meaning¬ 
ful legislation and what¬ 
ever other necessary steps 
to protect the lives and 
safety of celebrities, police 
officers, innocent public 
bystanders, and the pho¬ 
tographers themselves," 
Biebersaid in the statement 
released by Island Defjam 
Music Group. 

Much of Hollywood was 
abuzz about the death, 
including Miley Cyrus, who 
sent several tweets critical 
of some of the actions of 
paparazzi and lamenting 
that the unfortunate acci¬ 
dent was "bound to hap¬ 
pen." 

"Paparazzi are dangerous! 
Wasn’t Princess Di enough 


of a wake-up call?!" Cyrus 
said on herTwitterpage. 
Paparazzi roaming the 
streets of Southern Califor¬ 
nia have been common¬ 
place for more than a de¬ 
cade astheytry to land ex¬ 
clusive shots that can bring 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. Industry veterans 
couldn’t remember an¬ 
other photographer being 
killed while working. 

"Here in the state of Cali¬ 
fornia, I’m surprised this 
hasn’t happened before," 
said Giles Harrison, a ce¬ 
lebrity photographer and 
owner of London Entertain- 
mentGroup. 

Harrison is familiar with the 
criticism against paparazzi. 
He and another photog¬ 
rapher were convicted of 
misdemeanor false impris¬ 
onment and sentenced to 
jail for blocking in Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and his 
family as they sat in their 
Hummer in 1998. 

Citing that incident and the 
death of Princess Diana, the 
state Legislature passed its 
first anti-paparazzi measure 
a yearlater. It created hefty 
civil penaltiesthatcould be 
paid to starswhose privacy 
wasinvaded. 

Six months ago, a paparaz¬ 
zo was charged with reck¬ 
less driving in a high-speed 
pursuit of Bieber and with 
violating a separate, 2010 
state law that toughened 
punishment for those who 
drive dangerously in pursuit 
of photos for commercial 
gain. 


However, a judge last 
month dismissed the pa¬ 
parazzi law charges, saying 
the law wasoverly broad. 
The judge cited problems 
with the statute, saying it 
was aimed at newsgather¬ 
ing activities protected by 
the First Amendment, and 
lawmakers should have in¬ 
creased penalties for reck¬ 
less driving rather than tar¬ 
get those who photograph 
celebrities. 

City prosecutors said they 
would appeal the judge’s 
ruling. 

The law was prompted by 
the experiences of J ennifer 
Aniston, who told a law- 
makerabout being unable 
to drive away aftershe was 
sumounded by paparazzi 
on the Pacific Coast High¬ 
way. 

On Tuesday, the photogra¬ 
pher stood on a low free¬ 
way railing to shoot pho¬ 
tographs of a traffic stop 
of Bieber’s car, which a 
friend was driving, authori¬ 
ties said. The photographer 
was then hit while crossing 
a street back to his own 
car. 

Harrison hopes celebrities 
and paparazzi examine 
their actions to ensure a 
similar event doesn’t hap¬ 
pen again. No photo is 
worth someone’s life, he 
said. 

"Everybody wants to be 
the first one to get that 
shot, get that scoop," Harri¬ 
son said. "But at the end of 
the day, you can’t spend 
money if you are dead.’’Q 
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'Uncoln/ 'Les 'Aigo' earn pioduceis honois 


IDS ANGEL£S (Al^ — Ihe 

Civil War saga "Lincoln," 
the musical "Les Misera¬ 
bies" and the Osama bin 
Laden thriller "^ro Dark 
Thirty" are among the nom- 
ineesannounced Wednes¬ 
day for the top honor from 
the Producers Guild of 
America. Other best-pic¬ 
ture contenders are the 
Iran ho stage-crisis thriller 
"Argo";the low-budgetcrit- 
ical favorite "Beasts of the 
Southern Wild"; the slave- 
tumed-bounty-huntersaga 
"Django Unchained"; the 
shipwreck story "Ufe of Pi"; 
the first-love tale "Moonrise 
Kingdom"; the lost-souls 
romance "Silver Linings 
Playbook"; and the James 
Bond adventure "Skyfall." 
Walt Disney dominated 
the guild's animation cat¬ 


egory with three of the five 
nominees: "Brave," "Fran- 
kenweenie" and "Wreck-lt 
Ralph." The othernominees 
are Focus Features' "Para- 
Norman" and Paramount's 
"Rise of the Guardians." 
Along with honors from oth¬ 
er Hollywood professional 
groups such as actors, di¬ 
rectors and writers guilds, 
the producer prizes help 
sort out contenders for the 
Academy Awards. Those 
nominationscome outj an. 
10 . 

The guild, an association 
of Hollywood producers, 
hands out its 24th annual 
prizes] an. 26. The big win¬ 
ner often goes on to claim 
the best-picture honor at 
the Oscars, which follow on 
Feb. 24. 

Previously announced 




This publicity film image le- 
leased by DicamWorks and 
Twentieth Centuiy Fox shows 
Daniel Day-lewis portraying 
Abraham Uncoin in the fiim 
"Lincoin." 

Associated Press 

nomineesbythe Producers 
Guild for best documenta¬ 
ry are "A People Uncount¬ 
ed," "The Gatekeepers," 


"The Island President," 
"The Other Dream Team" 
and "Searching for Sugar 
Man." 

Othernominees: 

— TV drama series: "Break¬ 
ing Bad," "Downton Ab¬ 
bey," "Game of Thrones," 
"Homeland," "Mad Men." 

— TV comedy series: "30 
Rock," "The Big Bang The¬ 
ory," "Curb Your Enthusi¬ 
asm," "Louie," "Modem 
Family." 

— Long-form television: 
"American Horror Story," 
"The Dust Bowl," "Game 
Change," "Hatfields& Mc¬ 
Coys," "Sherlock." 

— Non-fiction television: 
"American Masters," "An¬ 
thony Bourdain: No Res¬ 
ervations," "Deadliest 
Catch," "Inside the Actors 
Studio," "SharkTank." 


— Uve entertainment and 
talk television: "The Col¬ 
bert Report," "J immy Kim- 
mel Uve," "Late Night with 
Jimmy Fallon," "Real Time 
with Bill Maher," "Saturday 
Nig ht Uve." 

— Competition televi¬ 
sion: "The Amazing Race," 
"Dancing with the Stars," 
"Project Runway," "Top 
Chef," "The Voice." 

— Sports program: "24/7," 
"Catching Hell," "The Fight 
with Jim Lampley," "On 
Freddie Roach," "Real 
Sports with Bryant Gum¬ 
bel." 

— Children's program: 
"Good Luck Charlie," 
"iCarly," "Phineas and 
Ferb," "Sesame Street," 
"The Weight of the Nation 
for Kids: The Great Cafete¬ 
ria Takeover. "□ 


Ran-Amb Al-Jazeeia buysCunentWIioiin AIGoie 



In this Jan. 13, 2012 file photo, Foimer Vice Resident Al Gone, 
CunentTV Chaiiman and Co-Founder, participates in the Tele¬ 
vision Clitics Association VUnter RessTbur in Rasadena , Calif. 
Associated Ress 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Business VUKter 
IDS ANGEIES (AP) — With 
its purchase of left-leaning 
Current TV, the Pan-Arab 
news channel Al-Jazeera 
has fulfilled a long-held 
quest to reach tens of mil¬ 
lions of U.S. homes. But its 
new audience immediate¬ 
ly got a little smaller. 

The nation'ssecond-largest 
TV operator. Time Warner 
Cable Inc., dropped Cur¬ 
rent after the deal was 
confirmed Wednesday, a 
sign that the channel will 
have an uphill climb to ex¬ 
pand its reach. 

"Our agreement with Cur¬ 
rent has been terminated 
and we will no longer be 
carrying the service. We 
are removing the service 
as quickly as possible," the 
company said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Still, the acquisition of Cur¬ 
rent, the news network that 
cofounded by former Vice 
President Al Gore, boosts 
Al-Jazeera's reach in the 
U.S. beyond a few large 
U.S. metropolitan areas 
including New York and 
Washington nearly ninefold 
to about40 million homes. 
Gore confirmed the sale 
Wednesday, saying in a 
statement that Al-J azeera 
shares Current TV's mission 
"to give voice to those who 
are not typically heard; to 


speak truth to power; to 
provide independent and 
diverse points of view; and 
to tell the stories that no 
one else is telling." 
Al-Jazeera, owned by the 
government of Qatar, 
plans to gradually trans¬ 
form Current into a network 
called Al-Jazeera America 
by adding five to 10 new 
U.S. bureaus beyond the 
five it has now and hiring 
more Journalists. More than 
half of the content will be 
U.S. news and the network 
will have its headquarters in 
New York, spokesman Stan 
Collendersaid. 
Collendersaid there are no 
rules against foreign own¬ 
ership of a cable chan¬ 
nel — unlike the strict rules 
limiting foreign ownership 
of free-to-air TV stations. 
He said the move is based 
on demand, adding that 
40 percent of viewing traf¬ 
fic on Al-Jazeera English's 
website is from the U.S. 

"This is a pure business de¬ 
cision based on recognized 
demand," Collender said. 
"When people watch Al- 
J azeera, they tend to like it 
a greatdeal." 

Previous to Al-Jazeera's 
purchase. Current TV was 
in 60 million homes It is car¬ 
ried by Comcast Corp., 
which owned less than a 
10 percent stake in Current 
TV, as well as DirecTV. Nei¬ 


ther company announced 
plans to drop the channel. 
In 2010, Al-J azeera English's 
managing director, Tony 
Burman, blamed a "very 
aggressive hostility" from 
the Bush administration for 
reluctance among cable 
and satellite companies to 
show the network. 

Evenso, Al-J azeera hasgar- 
nered respect for its abil¬ 
ity to build a serious news 
product in a short time. In 
a statement announcing 
the deal, it touted numer- 
ousU.S. Journalism awardsit 
received in 2012, including 
the Robert F. KennedyJ our- 
nalism Award Grand Prize 
and the Scripps Howard 
Award for Television/C able 
In-Depth Reporting. 

But there may be a culture 
clash at the network. Dave 
Marash, a former "Night- 
line" reporter who worked 
for Al-J azeera in Washing¬ 
ton, said he left the network 
in 2008 in part because he 
sensed an anti-American 
biasthere. 

Al-Jazeera English went on 
the air in November 2006. It 
moved quickly to establish 
a strong presence on the 
Internet, launching web 
streaming servicesand em¬ 
bracing new social media 
services such as Twitter in 
part to compensate for its 
lack of a presence on U.S. 
airwaves. 


The English news network 
has a different news staff 
and a separate budget 
from the Arabic network, 
which launched in 1996. 
They and the company's 
growing stable of other 
Al-Jazeera branded chan¬ 
nels are overseen by Sheik 
Ahmed bin J assim Al Thani, 
a member of Qatar's royal 
family. 

Sheik Ahmed took over last 
year following the abrupt 
resignation of the com¬ 
pany's longtime Palestin¬ 
ian head, Wadah Khanfar, 
who was widely credited 
with helping build Al- 
Jazeera into an influential 
global brand. In his depar¬ 
ture note to staff, he said 


he was leaving behind "a 
mature organization" that 
"will continue to maintain 
itstrailblazing path." 

Both the English and the 
Arabic channels actively 
covered the protests, vio¬ 
lence and political up¬ 
heaval that have become 
known asthe Arab Spring. 
Current, meanwhile, began 
as a groundbreaking effort 
to promote user-generated 
content. But it has settled 
into a more conventional 
format of political talk tele¬ 
vision with a liberal bent. 
Gore worked on-air as an 
analyst during its recent 
election night coverage. 

Its leading personalities are 
formerNew York Gov.Q 
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Right now you are probably ask¬ 
ing yourself: Will the new Con¬ 
gress being sworn in this week 
work any better than the last 
one? 

Ihere's always a chance. Be¬ 
cause, you know, it's new. Also, 
the bar is low, since some peo¬ 
ple believe the departing 112th 
Cong ness was the worst in history, 
because of its stupendous lack 
of productivity and a favorabil- 
ity rating that once polled lower 
than the idea of a Communist 
takeover of America. 

On the very last day the Repub¬ 
lican-led House of Representa¬ 
tives was in session, the Repub¬ 
lican governor of New Jersey, 
Chris Christie, announced it was 
“why the American people hate 
C 0 n g re ss.'' Ih i s w a s a fte r Sp e a ke r 
J ohn Boehnerfailed to bring up a 
bill providing aid to the victims of 
the megastorm Sandy. 

Disaster relief joined a long list 
of bills that the 112th Congress 
could not get its act together to 
approve, along with reforming 
the farm subsidies and rescuing 
the Postal Service. Ihose particu¬ 
lar pieces of legislation were all 
written and passed by the Sen¬ 
ate, a group that's generally less 
proactive than a mummy. 

Ah, the House. To be fair, it takes 
a lot of effort to vote to repeal 
O ba ma c a re 33 times. 

Our outgoing lawmakers did re¬ 
trieve us from that “fiscal cliff.” Al¬ 
though they were the ones who 
pushed us off in the first place. 
And they left the new Congress 
facing a debt chasm, a seques¬ 
tration void and a government- 
stoppage bottomless pit. 

So, yeah, this last one was pretty 
darned bad. Ihe best argument 
I can make for it is that none of 
the outgoing members walked 
onto the floor and brained a col¬ 
league with a cane, as did hap¬ 
pen in the 34th Congress. Which 
also was being led by President 
Franklin Pierce. So I would give 
the 34th the ribbon. But definitely 
the 112th is a contender. 

Ihe new Congress will have 
a few more Democrats in the 
House and Senate, which will 
not make any difference what¬ 
soever. On the plus side, the 
proportion of political nut jobs 
may be a little lower. Rep. Allen 
West, R-Fla., who once called 
President Barack Obama “a 
low-level socialist agitator,'' is. 
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Cheap Meth! Cheap Guns! Click Heie 


many recounts later, a member 
no more. Rep. Joe Walsh, R-lll., 
was defeated by Tammy Duck¬ 
worth, a military veteran who lost 
both legs in Iraq and who Walsh 
claimed wasnotone of “ourtixie 
heroes.” Walsh was also on ex¬ 
cellent reminderof an important 
rule in U.S. politics: Refrain from 
criticizing the other party for fis¬ 
cal irresponsibility until you can 
workouta resolution of that child 
support issue. 

Tea Party favorite Sen. Jim De- 
Mint, R-S.C., has departed, too, 
even though his term was only 
half over, to answerthe siren call 
of a seven-figure job at the helm 
of the Heritage Foundation, 
lhanksto the blog Smart Politics, 

I am able to report that this is 
normal behavior in South Caro¬ 
lina: One-third of all U.S. sena¬ 
tors from South Carolina have 
resigned over the course of our 
history. (South Carolina is also 
the state that gave us the guy 
with the cane back in 1856.) De- 
Mint was replaced by Rep. lim 
Scott, whose seat will be filled 
in a special election this spring. 
Right now one of the possible 
candidates is Mark Sanford, the 
governor who we all remember 
for flying to Argentina for on as¬ 
signation with his lover while his 
staff claimed he was hiking on 
the Appalachian Trail. 

Another much-discussed poten¬ 
tial contender is J enny Sanford, 
former wife of the above. Peo¬ 
ple, while you are praying fora 
safe, sane and peaceful new 
year, I want you to make a small 
exception and pray that Jenny 
and Mark Sanford run against 
each other. 

DeMint's departure was only un¬ 
usual for its abruptness. Members 
of Congress regularly glom onto 
high-paying jobs in the private 
sector, none of which involve 
the use of their skills in computer 
technology. Ihe Center for Re¬ 
sponsive Politics counts 373 for- 
merHouse and Senate members 
who are currently working as lob¬ 
byists. 

lhat includes the former Utah 
Sen. Bob Bennett, who an¬ 
nounced that he would be filing 
his official papers on Thursday, 
the exact moment the legal two- 
year revolving door bon expires. 
Bennett had complained bitterly 
about the cooling-off period be¬ 
ing a restraint of his constitutional 
rights, which left him forced to 
eke out a living as a consultant 
for the BennettGroup and a 
member of a high-profile Wash¬ 
ington low firm. 

When it comes to a sudden de¬ 
parture, though, the new title- 
holderhasto be Rep.J o Ann Em¬ 
erson, R-Mo., who quit Congress 
to become president and chief 
executive of the Notional Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
less than a month after she was 
re-elected to another term. She 
said she had found “a new way 
to serve.'' The Center for Respon¬ 
sive Politics noted that the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association was not only a big 
lobbying group, but also Emer¬ 
son's “biggest lifetime campaign 
contributor.''G 
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BBJING - Want to buy illegal 
drugs in China? No problem - 
just go to the wild and woolly 
Internet here and order a $50 or 
$100 package of methamphet- 
amines, ecstasy or cocaine. It'll 
be delivered to your door within 
hours! 

“Our company has delivery sta¬ 
tions in every part of China," 
boasts one Chinese-language 
website, with photos of illegal 
narcotics it sells. “We offer 24- 
hour delivery service to your 
door, and we have long-term 
and consistent supplies. If you 
just make one phone call, we'll 
deliver to your hands in one to 
five hours.” 

Another Chinese website offers 
meth wholesale for $19,700 a 
kilo, or deliveries to your door of 
smaller quantities in hundreds of 
cities around China. Even in re¬ 
mote Anhui province, it delivers 
drugs in 21 different cities. 

All this is completely illegal in 
China, where narcotics traf¬ 
fickers ore routinely executed. 
But it doesn't seem to be a top 
government priority, because 
these websites aren't even 
closed down or blocked. Tens 
of thousands of censors delete 
references to human rights, but 
they ignore countless Chinese 
websites peddling drugs, gunsor 


prostitutes. 

Doesn't it seem odd that China 
blocks Facebook, YouTube and 
The New York limes but shrugsat, 
say, guns? 

Chinese law tightly restricts gun 
ownership, but it takes just a few 
minutes of Chinese-language 
searching on the Internet to find 
commercial sites selling, say, an 
illegal Springfield XD-9 9 milli¬ 
meter handgun for $1,120. Or a 
Type 54 semiautomatic Chinese 
military handgun for $640, or rifles 
or many more. And that's not all. 
“For prices of silencers, contact 
our customer service depart¬ 
ment," the website advises. 

(U.S. gun enthusiasts often argue 
that we need firearms to protect 
ourselves from government. But 
the situation in China suggests 
that what autocrats actually fear 
isn't so much people with guns 
as citizens armed with informa¬ 
tion and social media accounts.) 
In fairness, China is far mo re sane 
than the U.S. about firearms. 
At least the Chinese authorities 
don't tolerate gun stores openly 
selling assault rifles and high-ca¬ 
pacity magazines. I invite Chi¬ 
nese journalists to write about 
the fecklessness of U.S. politicians 
who make no serious effort to re¬ 
duce the toll of guns in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

If your interests run in more pruri¬ 
ent directions, the Internet here 
is also chockoblock with sex and 
prostitution. GHB, better known 
as the date-rape drug, is widely 
sold with chilling descriptions. 

“If she drinks this, she'll be yours," 
promises one Internet seller, de¬ 
scribing it as “obedience liquid." 
Another says: “Only two pills will 
send her into a deep sleep, so 
that however you move her she 
won't wake up. AftenA/ard, she'll 
have no memory." 

Ihe upshot is that most Chinese 
won't be able to access this col¬ 
umn, but can easily go to the 
Web to purchase firearms or nar¬ 
cotics. 

From afar. Westerners sometimes 
perceive China as rigidly con¬ 
trolled, but up close it sometimes 


seems the opposite. Ihere are 
rules, but often they are loosely 
enforced, ornegotiable. 

Yet the authorities choose prior¬ 
ity areas where they do keep the 
pressure on, and one is curbing 
information that might cause po¬ 
litical instability. So the authorities 
block mainstream social media 
websites and, lately, Ihe New 
Yorklimesand Bloomberg, after 
reports a bout family members of 
Chinese leadersbecoming fabu¬ 
lously wealthy. 

It's a tribute to China's stunning 
economic developmentthatthe 
country now has some 540 mil- 
lio n Inte met use rs, mo re tha n a ny 
other country. It's sad to see cur¬ 
rent leaders reverting to a tighter 
vision of the Internet. “How can 
we develop our skills," one Chi¬ 
nese friend asked me itietori- 
cally, “if we can't even visit so me 
of the most popular websites 
around the world?" 

Many Chinese vault over the 
Great Firewall of China to get 
to banned sites with a virtual pri¬ 
vate network or VPN. But, in the 
last month China, has rolled out 
new software that interferes with 
VPNs, even ones used by U.S. 
corporations to access their in¬ 
ternal networks. Ihe government 
is also trying to crack down on 
Sina Weibo, the Chinese version 
of Twitter, by making users regis¬ 
ter with their real names. 

Ihese Internet crackdowns an¬ 
noy many young Chinese, who 
may not think much about multi¬ 
party democracy butdo want to 
be able to see YouTube videos. 
My hope is that the new Chinese 
leader, Xi Jinping, will recognize 
thatChina'seconomic competi¬ 
tiveness and ability to fight cor¬ 
ruption depend upon openness. 
Deng Xiaoping used to compare 
reform to opening a window, ad¬ 
mitting Q few flies along with fresh 
air. During Deng's watch, China 
embraced potentially trouble¬ 
some communications technolo¬ 
gies- photocopiers, cellphones, 
fox machines - because they ore 
also indispensable to moderniza¬ 
tion. So is a free Web.Q 
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Bay Aiea bagels as good as Brooklyn's 



Dan Graf, with bagels he made at his operation. Baton Baking 
in Beikeley, Calif. 

(Craig lee/1he New Yoiklimes) 


JOAN NATHAN 
© 2012 New York Times 
In Northern California, East 
Coast transplants are produc¬ 
ing crunchy, chewy, dense 
bagels on either side of the 
bay. The water may not be 
New York's, but some argue 
that the bagels are as good. 
Dan Graf, a genetics major 
who dropped out of Rutgers 
University, founded Baron 
Baking in Oakland after work¬ 
ing in a delicatessen. Blake 
Joffe and Amy Remsen, 
transplants from Philadel¬ 
phia, opened Beauty's Bagel 
Shop, also in Oakland, a few 
months ago. And a former 
Brooklynite, Deepa Subrama- 
nian, and three friends start¬ 
ed Schmendricks, which has 
sold bagels at pop-up sites 
around San Francisco that 
recall bagels from the Bagel 
Hole in Brooklyn. 

Graf, the son of a Bergen 
County, N.J., contractor, grew 
up accompanying his father 
to jobs on weekends. Stop¬ 
ping for bagels was part of 
the ritual. After moving to 
California, he worked for two 
years at Saul's Restaurant and 
Delicatessen in Berkeley. Fas¬ 
cinated by baking, he said, he 
"tried my hand at bagels but 
they didn't taste like what I 
ate at home." So he turned 
to "Crust and Crumb: Master 
Formulas for Serious Bread 
Bakers" and "Whole Grain 
Breads: New Techniques, Ex¬ 
traordinary Flavors," both by 
Peter Reinhart, and a website 
called The Fresh Loaf. 

Peter Levitt, an owner of 
Saul's, encouraged Graf to 
take some time off and ex¬ 
periment with the recipes. 
Graf baked in his tiny apart¬ 
ment until he took a batch 
to a community meeting at 
Bar Dogwood in downtown 
Oakland and impressed the 
owner enough to be invited 
into her commercial kitchen 
in Berkeley. 

When he took some bagels 
to Saul's, his former boss was 
delighted. 

"They have a shiny crust like 
a real bagel," Levitt said, flick¬ 
ing his finger against one 
to show the blistering and 
cracking. 

Saul's became Graf's first 
commercial account. 


There are all kinds of bagels; 
Graf's has a chewy bite and 
an almost pretzel-like crust. 
He starts with a high gluten 
organic flour from Central 
Milling Co., mixing a poolish, 
or starter, of yeast, flour and 
water, which he lets sit for 
about 10 hours. 

"To the poolish I add flour, 
more yeast, salt and diastatic 
malt that provides enzymes 
that help break down the 
carbohydrates in the flour to 
give it a sweeter taste and 
adds natural sugar that the 
yeast can use," he said. 

The dough rests overnight in 
the refrigerator; how long de¬ 
pends on Graf's access to the 
commercial kitchen. 

After forming the bagels (an 
art in itself, as he stretches 
the dough before cutting and 
shaping it into 3-ounce, 3 1/2 
-inch rounds) he refrigerates 
them for 18 to 24 hours. 

"The long retardation is es¬ 
sential so the bacteria in the 
dough can grow," he said. 
"The bagel has a crispy crust 
because of the longer fer¬ 
mentation time." 

Graf boils his bagels in a lye 
water sodium hydroxide solu¬ 
tion, which makes the outside 
sticky, allowing toppings to 


adhere better. (For the home 
cook, the accompanying reci¬ 
pe skips the lye and the fancy 
dough-pulling; the bagels are 
still great.) Rather than add¬ 
ing honey or malt to the wa¬ 
ter, which some purists think 
is the secret to a good bagel, 
Graf boils his bagels in heavily 
salted water. 

The result: perfectly sea¬ 
soned, brown, crusty, chewy 
bagels. 

BARON BAGELS 
Adapted from Dan Graf 
Time: About 40 minutes, plus 
12 to 24 hours rising and re¬ 
frigeration time 

1 teaspoon active dry yeast 
5 cups bread flour 

2 teaspoons salt, plus more 
for boiling 

1 tablespoon diastatic malt 
powder 

1/4 cup poppy seeds, option¬ 
al 

1/4 cup sesame seeds, op¬ 
tional 

1. Put the yeast in the bowl 
of a standing mixer. Add 1 
2/3 cups lukewarm water and 
allow the yeast to activate, 
about 5 minutes. Add flour, 
salt and malt powder and mix 
at low speed for 5 minutes 
using the paddle attachment. 


Cover the dough and allow to 
rise at room temperature for 
about 2 hours. 

2. Punch the dough down 
and shape into a rough rect¬ 
angle about 1 to 11 /2 inches 
thick, and about 2 times lon¬ 
ger than it is wide. If you are 
having trouble forming the 
dough, stretch it, wait for the 
gluten to relax and reform. 

3. Cut the dough into 10 piec¬ 
es of about 3 ounces each. 
Roll each into an 8-inch-long 
snakelike shape, tapering the 
dough at each end. Circle the 
dough around your hand, 
pinching the ends together 
and rolling under your palm 
once or twice to seal. Put the 
bagels on a Silpat or other 
nonstick baking sheet on top 
of a jellyroll pan. Cover well 
with plastic wrap and refrig¬ 
erate for about 10 hours, or 
up to 24 hours. 

4. Heat the oven to 425 de¬ 
grees. If you have a baking 
stone or brick you use for 
baking, put it on a rack near 
the bottom of the oven; it 
will retain heat and produce 


a crisper bagel. Bring a large 
pot of water to boil, throw a 
handful of salt into the boil¬ 
ing water and remove the ba¬ 
gels from the refrigerator. 

5. Using your hands, carefully 
place just enough bagels into 
the pot to cover the surface 
of the water, making sure that 
there are no bagels resting on 
top of one another. Let them 
float on one side for about 30 
seconds before flipping them 
to the other side for another 
30 seconds or so. Remove the 
bagels and drain well on a 
cooling rack. 

6. Pour poppy or sesame 
seeds into a bowl wider than 
the bagels. Working very 
quickly, remove the bagels 
one by one and dip them into 
the topping. Place them back 
on the Si I pat-cove red baking 
sheet, topping side down. 

7. Bake on the second-highest 
shelf of the oven for about 7 
minutes. Then flip the ba¬ 
gels and continue baking for 
about 8 minutes, or until they 
are golden brown. 

Yield: 10 bagels.□ 



Bagels made by Dan Graf, a genetics major who dropped out 
of Rulgeis UniveisHy. EastCoasttransplanlsaie producing New 
Yoik-slyle bagels that some aigue aie as good. 

(Craig lee/1he New Yoiklimes) 























